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To 
my fellow committeemen on the 
N.A.Y.R.U. and LY.R.U. 


Racing Rules committees 


PREFACE 


A YEAR AFTER the first edition of this book came out in 1948 
the N.A.Y.R.U. rules were modified slightly. A further modi- 
fication was made in 1953, a more drastic one in 1959, and in 
1961 a major change to bring the I.Y.R.U. and N.A.Y.R.U. 
Rules into conformity. The meaning of the various rules has 
remained virtually constant in America for thirteen years, and 
with the International Yacht Racing Union now adopting them, 
it’s evident we have a fine set of rules, and that this 1961 edi- 
tion will remain up to date for many years. 

This is largely a picture book, and as such would be of little 
value without fine diagrams and photographs. When it is real- 
ized that I can’t draw at all and, at best, am a rank amateur 
with a camera, the reader can understand how indebted I am to 
W. H. de Fontaine for his excellent diagrams and to Stanley 
Rosenfeld, who helped me select photographs from his father’s 
outstanding collection. 

I’m grateful, also, for suggestions received from my fellow 
members of the staff of Yachting and from my cohorts on the 
N.A.Y.R.U. and I.Y.R.U. Racing Rules committees. 


ROBERT N. BAVIER, JR. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE NEW RULES AND 
THEIR MAJOR CHANGES 


IMAGINE, if you can, a yacht race in which there are no rules 
or in which none of the skippers knows the rules or attempts 
to abide by them. What a shambles of smashed topsides and 
broken tempers might occur. And under these circumstances, 
the best boat might very easily lose through no fault of her own. 
So we have yacht racing rules, just as there are rules in any 
competitive sport. And the well-being and fairness of yacht 
racing depend to a large degree on the efficiency of these rules. 
In 1961, as this is being written, yachtsmen throughout the 
world have just adopted a new set of racing rules which, it is 
generally agreed, are the best ever and a real credit to a grand 
sport. 

With new rules to go by, it behooves each and every one of 
us to learn them as well and as quickly as possible, because our 
racing success may very easily hinge on a full knowledge of the 
tules. Ignorance of them may result in losing a race through 
disqualification or in being imposed on by rival skippers. Fur- 
thermore, a yachtsman who doesn’t know the rules is unwel- 
come in any fleet. Though he may have the best of intentions, 

11 
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he is apt to spoil unfairly the chances of competitors who are 
sailing in strict accordance with the rules. Situations develop 
and change with such rapidity in yacht racing that a superficial 
knowledge of the rules is not sufficient. A skipper frequently has 
no time to think about which rule applies in a given situation. 
His chances of success may depend on knowing at once, and 
almost instinctively, if his yacht has right of way and then 
acting accordingly. Just such a speedy decision may not only 
save him from being protested but may also earn him a few 
yards on his competitors. Races are won by an accumulation 
of a few feet gained here, a few more there, until finally a win- 
ning margin is built up. Furthermore, full knowledge of the 
rules permits a skipper to concentrate on tactics and on sailing 
his boat fast, without being distracted through worry as to 
whether or not his yacht has right of way. 

The new rules adopted in 1961 are reworded and presented 
in a vastly different order than were those Americans have used 
since 1959; they are quite similar to the 1953 code in appear- 
ance, but with many refinements and a more logical order than 
either the 1953 or 1959 code. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE NEW RULES 


These changes in the rules did not come overnight. For 
many years, yachtsmen have realized the need for change in 
the racing rules. And as far back as 1935, one of them, Harold 
S. Vanderbilt, set about doing something to change them. 
Assisted by a small group of yachtsmen, he rewrote the racing 
rules in full and published his new code in 1936. It was some 
time before these rules commanded any great following, but, 
in 1941, Commodore Harold F. Pitcairn, of the Lake George 
Yacht Club, persuaded his club to race under the so-called 
Vanderbilt Rules. They met with considerable favor and were 
used there in successive years thereafter. With this one suc- 
cessful example to point the way, a growing number of clubs 
and the Intercollegiate Yacht Racing Association tried the rules 
and, by and large, favored them. 

By 1946, the Vanderbilt Rules had so strongly indicated a 
need for change in the official rules that a committee on re- 
vision of racing rules was appointed by the N.A.Y.R.U. 

It was roughly at this time that an abortive effort was made 
to interest the International Yacht Racing Union in the new 
rules. These efforts met with failure, perhaps because of an 
undiplomatic way of presenting our case. At that time all 
yachting nations sailed under the same rules, and for Amer- 
icans to branch out with a different code was a difficult step to 
take. The N.A.Y.R.U. committee on revision, however, was 
sufficiently sold on the new rules to risk going it alone. 

In 1947, a revision of the racing rules was published by this 
committee and designated by the N.A.Y.R.U. for optional use. 
Although they embodied most of the features of the Vander- 
bilt Rules, they had been reworded and somewhat altered. A 
great number of yachtsmen throughout the country sailed 
under them in 1947. Their reaction was definitely favorable, 
though need for slight further revision was indicated. 
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In the fall of 1947, therefore, the committee revised the new 
rules, the revision being primarily one of further simplication 
and greater clarification of wording. The definitions and the 
right-of-way rules were adopted in the winter of 1948 as the 
official yacht racing rules in this country. In the winter of 1949, 
a few changes were made in these definitions and right-of-way 
rules and in the supplementary rules. The Government Right- 
of-Way Rules were also revised and became an official part of 
the N.A.Y.R.U. Rules. In 1953 a few more changes were made, 
based on the experience with the 1949 code. No major changes 
were made in the N.A.Y.R.U. code from 1953 to 1959. During 
those years, however, the Rules Committee of the I.Y.R.U. 
began adopting a number of the American Rules, although 
remaining basically different because of their reluctance to 
adopt a few of our basic rules, particularly the one which gives 
starboard tack right of way in almost every situation. 

The LY.R.U. was sufficiently impressed, however, to form a 
New Rules Committee to study our rules and, if possible, to 
devise a code which all countries would accept, including our 
own. 

As the American representative on this committee, it has been 
fascinating to work toward a universal code. The Committee was 
originally headed by Crown Prince Olav of Norway. Prince 
Olav not only had great influence in the I.Y.R.U. and in Scan- 
dinavian countries but, perhaps more important, he knew his 
rules. Upon his ascendancy to the throne, however, he felt com- 
pelled to resign as chairman. His successor, Niels Benson of 
Denmark, made a great chairman—a hard worker, a smart stu- 
dent of the rules, and a pleasing personality with a diplomatic 
flair which made it possible for him to get his way and make 
people like it. 

Under Niels the Committee drafted a set of rules following 
the I.Y.R.U. order and numbering but incorporating most of 
the features of the N.A.Y.R.U. Rules. Niels has confessed to me 
that he preferred the American arrangement but felt that by 
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following the appearance of the I.Y.R.U. version, the new rules 
would be far more palatable to most yachting countries. In the 
year 1958 these rules were tried by all the Scandinavian coun- 
tries, and were widely approved. 

Prior to my going to the I.Y.R.U. meetings in London in the 
fall of 1958 the N.A.Y.R.U. Rules Committee met to decide 
which of our Rules could be abandoned for the sake of uni- 
formity. We decided a few could go by the boards to achieve 
this worthwhile objective, though further decided that I should 
try to avoid these concessions. As it finally worked out, we had 
to give up nothing in the way of content, not even the rules 
which we felt could have been altered without much damage. 
We did have to agree to adopting the I.Y.R.U. wording and 
arrangement of Parts III and IV, but this was easy to do be- 
cause in some cases, at least, they were expressed better than 
the rules we had been used to. 

The biggest surprise at London was the fact that the British, 
who had long opposed a change, were actually the ones to pro- 
pose that the new rules, embodying all the N.A.Y.R.U. princi- 
ples, be adopted as official rules of the I.Y.R.U., provided the 
United States went along. Upon receiving our assurance that 
as far as Definitions and Right-of-Way Rules were concerned 
we would adopt the new code word for word, the new rules 
were adopted. 

In the other sections we adopted similar numbering and 
arrangement, but a great many differences remained between 
the N.A.Y.R.U. and I.Y.R.U. codes. 

While the American Rules Committee was pleased with the 
code adopted in the fall of 1958 and particularly pleased to 
have uniformity in Definitions and Right-of-Way Rules, we also 
felt that a still better code could be devised. We were con- 
vinced as well that far greater uniformity could be achieved 
in the other sections. 

Therefore, as sailors started learning the 1959 rules, the 
N.A.Y.R.U. Rules Committee began work on what we hoped 
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was a still better version. By the fall of 1959 this new proposal 
was presented at London, not with any hope of adoption but 
in hopes it would be considered for the future. 

After the other countries got over the shock of having to 
restart a job they thought was through, they gave the green 
light to one final effort to really get together on a truly uni- 
versal code. Niels Benson wisely concluded that if the Amer- 
icans and British could agree, the rest of the world would fall 
into line. He suggested, therefore, that the N.A.Y.R.U. and 
Royal Yachting Association Rules Committees try through 
correspondence to get together. Niels was to be kept posted on 
developments and would decide when enough progress had 
been made to consult the other countries. 

Through the winter and spring of 1960 our committee met 
almost weekly, for several hours each week. In England cor- 
responding meetings were going on. We would make a pro- 
posal, and send it over to them; they would adopt part, suggest 
changes in other parts, and return it all to us for further con- 
sideration. They also sent many proposals of their own, which 
we considered in like fashion. 

By the summer of 1960 near agreement was reached and a 
code was ready for consideration by the entire I.Y.R.U. Rules 
Committee. Fortunately, this committee was serving as the 
International Jury for the yachting Olympics at Naples, and in 
between supervising the races and hearing protests we met daily 
on the rules. 

Differences of opinion still remained at the conclusion of 
these sessions but they were of such a minor nature that it be- 
came obvious that we were going to get together. A new draft 
was prepared by us in conjunction with the English, based on 
the deliberations at Naples, and at London in November of 
1960 this draft, as finally modified, was adopted by the entire 
yachting world. 

This was no mean accomplishment. Sailors everywhere now 
have not only a uniform code but also, in my opinion, by far 


intic 29, on the starboard tack, has right of way. No. 73 must keep clear, either by 


ing or by passing under her stern. Had 73 been far enough ahead to just cross 29's 
bow, 29 could not luff to prevent her. 


S56, on the starboard tack, has right of way over the Atlantic on the port tack, in sp 
of the fact that the latter is close hauled. 
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} white International, by approaching the windward mark on the starboard tack, is able 
to force the other about and round first. 


rnational ]5 might not dare sail between these two yachts under the new rules, because 
she is on the port tack and must keep clear. 


19 


The white S, being the windward of two yachts on the same tack, must keep clear. 


black one, however, may not sail above her proper course, because the white yac 
forward of the “mast abeam”’ position. 


The Star has right of way because she is the leeward of two yachts on the same tack. 


This picture of a start could not be taken in this keen class today, as most of the yachts « 
barging and would not be entitled to claim room at the windward end of the line. 


a 


J5 (left) seems to be bearing away to blanket J4, though perhaps she has only be 


headed. Unless she has been headed she is subject to disqualification. Even if headed, : 
must not bear off so far as to strike the leeward yacht. 
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e white International as leeward boat has right of way but may no longer luff the black 
one which is now forward of the “mast abeam”’ position, 
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Star 2109 appears to be about to foul the starboard tack yacht. Since they are beatin: 
windward and are on opposite tacks, she may not claim room at the mark. 


Both yachts in the left foreground may claim room at the leeward mark because t 
overlap the outside yacht, even though they are on opposite tacks and different cour: 
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the best code of rules ever devised. Never before has such con- 
centrated effort been put into the rules from both sides of the 
Atlantic. The chief architects of this accomplishment were 
Harold S. Vanderbilt, who drafted much of the proposal sub- 
mitted in 1959, Gregg Bemis, chairman of the N.A.Y.R.U. Com- 
mittee, and G. Sambrooke Sturgess, chairman of the Royal 
Yachting Association Committee. Throughout 1960 Bemis and 
Sturgess worked tirelessly and almost continuously and accom- 
plished something which a year before most people had thought 
impossible. They were assisted by their two committees; by 
Niels Benson, who was the perfect go-between, and by Peter 
Scott, President of the I.Y.R.U., who was intent on getting 
a common code. As a member of both the I.Y.R.U. and 
N.A.Y.R.U. Rules Committees I was in a position to watch and 
work on developments throughout the year. Many worked on 
the problem but without the extraordinary job done by Gregg 
Bemis and Gerald Sturgess we never would have reached this 
common code. 

There are 18 I.Y.R.U. rules which can be altered by countries 
to conform to local practice. These either start out with the 
words, “unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority,” 
or somewhere in the rules indicate that nations can make 
changes. The N.A.Y.R.U. has exercised this right in only seven 
of the 18 cases. It has also added six rules to conform to cus- 
tomary practices here. In all other respects, however, the 
N.A.Y.R.U. and I.Y.R.U. rules are identical, so it can be truly 
said that a universal code has been achieved at last. The few 
differences are clearly identified in the Rule Book and in Chap- 
ter Five of this book by a star in the margin so that Americans 
racing abroad or foreigners racing here can tell at a glance just 
what they might have to learn. At the risk of repetition, I would 
like to emphasize that these minor differences never occur in the 
Definitions and Right-of-Way Rules, which are identical the 
world over. 
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THE MAJOR CHANGES IN THE RULES ADOPTED 1961 


The obvious difference between the 1961 Rules and those 
adopted in 1959 is in arrangement, in numbering, and in the 
way they are expressed. 

Part I is now Definitions; Part II, Management of Races; Part 
III, General Requirements; Part IV, Sailing Rules When Yachts 
Meet (Right-of-Way Rules); Part V, Other Sailing Rules; Part 
VI, Protests, Disqualifications and Appeals. Appendix I con- 
tains a definition of an amateur; Appendix II, the Government 
Right-of-Way Rules, and Appendix III contains the LY.R.U. 
Rules which differ from those adopted by the N.A.Y.R.U. It is 
a logical order and, in my opinion, the order within each part is 
also much improved. 

As for changes in content, there are not many of these in 
Right-of-Way Rules, despite the fact that most have been re- 
worded, but other sections contain quite a few new features. 
Certain rules have been shifted from one section to another 
where they more logically belong. 

Let us consider the major changes in each part. 


PART I—DEFINITIONS 


The Definitions have been moved from Part III to Part I, 
where they rightly belong, and a number of changes have also 
been made. 

There are six new Definitions—one old one has been 
dropped and another old one combined with another Defini- 
tion. The first of the new Definitions is racing, similar to the 
old preamble to the Right-of-Way Rules. It is changed, how- 
ever, to provide for the termination of racing for other reasons 
than the yacht’s finishing or retirement and also keeps her sub- 
ject to the rules until she has cleared the finishing marks as well 
as the line. There is a new Definition of starting, previously in 
Rule 9, and of finishing, previously in Rule 12. There are also 
three brand new Definitions of cancellation, postponement, or 
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abandonment of races. The Definition of luffing and bearing 
away is now split into two separate ones describing each maneu- 
ver. 

On the other hand, clear astern, clear ahead and overlap, in- 
stead of being two definitions are all combined in one, since all 
three are so directly related. It is also made clear that these terms 
apply to yachts on opposite tacks only when they are sailing 
downwind and about to pass a mark or obstruction. One Def- 
inition has been dropped, namely, Overtaking. It becomes su- 
perfluous because the Rules now refer only to a yacht clear 
astern, and it matters not whether she is overtaking or not. 

The Definition of bearing away has been altered to clarify 
when a yacht begins to jibe. 

The Definition of leeward and windward has been shortened 
and while the Definition of a leeward yacht has been retained, 
with different wording, that of a yacht to leeward has been 
dropped. 

In the Definition of proper course the sentence, ‘““The course 
sailed before beginning to luff another yacht or to bear away 
is presumed to be a proper course” has been dropped. A new 
sentence is added: “There is no proper course before the start- 
ing signal.” 

The Mark Definition is greatly shortened and simplified and 
no reference is now made to the confusing description as to 
when a mark is reached. Instead this is now taken care of in 
the rules where it belongs. No reference is made either about 
parts of a mark, this also being covered in the rules—Touching 
a Mark. 

There is a most important change in the Definition of Ob- 
struction. Basically the same objects as heretofore rank as ob- 
structions but there is now a way of determining what size they 
must be in order to qualify as obstructions, a size which varies 
depending on the size of the yachts racing. This is accomplished 
by insertion of the phrase “an obstruction is any object, includ- 
ing craft underway, large enough to require a yacht if not less 
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than one overall length away from it to make a substantial al- 
teration of course to pass on one side or the other—.” By virtue 
of this change, when a 12-foot dinghy is one length from a 
12-foot object and heading right for it, it would take a substan- 
tial alteration of course to avoid it. Said object, therefore, in this 
instance would rank as an obstruction. If, on the other hand, a 
100-foot yacht was one length from the same object it would take 
only a slight alteration of course to avoid it and hence it would 
not rank as an obstruction. A bottle or lobster-pot buoy floating 
in the water would never rank as an obstruction, no matter how 
small the boat was. 

The obstruction Definition not only has this welcome addi- 
tion but an equally welcome deletion. The confusing Definition 
of when an obstruction was reached has now been deleted. 

Those are all the changes in Definitions. For those who knew 
the old ones there is not much to unlearn, but the hope is that 
newcomers to the rules will find the present Definitions easier 
to understand. 


PART II—MANAGEMENT OF RACES 


While a number of minor changes have been made in this 
section, it seems necessary to review only the major ones. In 
Rule I the role of Judges for the first time is clearly spelled out. 
The Instructions are now written in an a, b, c, etc., order, mak- 
ing it easier to spot the various points to be covered. 

There are several new signals, and new procedure for cancel- 
ling, postponing or abandoning a race. Alternate types of start- 
ing and finishing lines are spelled out in Rule 6. 

In Rule 8 there is a provision for making a general recall and 
the whole rule on recalls is considerably rewritten. 


PART III—GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 


Changes of a like nature have been made in this section. 
Virtually every rule has been rewritten and the order is changed 
materially. The changes of importance are as follows: 
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Rule 25 specifies that all I.Y.R.U. recognized classes carry sail 
numbers on both sides of their spinnakers. It recommends that 
this apply to all classes and anyone who has tried to record a 
finish of a bunched fleet with spinnakers up will realize the 
merit of this. 


PART IV—SAILING RULES WHEN YACHTS MEET 


The order of the Right-of-Way Rules has been changed con- 
siderably, with little change in meaning. 

The present arrangement is based on the four basic positional 
relationships on which the structure of the Right-of-Way Rules 
rests. There are three main positional relationships—on op- 
posite tacks, on the same tack, or when one or both yachts are 
not on a tack (tacking or jibing). Each one of these positional 
relationships is covered in a section of its own, Sections B, C, and 
D. The fourth positional relationship is of less importance 
(when one or both yachts are anchored or aground) and it is 
covered in Section E (Rules of Exception and Special Applica- 
tion) along with Giving Room at Marks, Hailing for Room to 
Tack at Obstructions and Premature Starters. Section A of the 
Right-of-Way Rules consists of four rules which apply at all 
times irrespective of the positional relationship. 

There are fundamental Right-of-Way Rules in each basic 
positional relationship and these are subject to modification of 
three kinds: (1) there are some exceptions to the fundamental 
rules; (2) there are some limitations on the yacht holding Right 
of Way; (3) there are some transitional periods during which 
rights shift from one yacht to another and which must be pro- 
vided for. Rules covering transitional periods have been placed 
with or in the fundamental or basic rule to which they relate. 
Exceptions and limitations, however, have been placed in 
separate rules. 

I have gone into the order at some length to show the thought 
and care which went into the present draft and also in hopes 
of showing the logic behind the present grouping, a grouping 
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which should make the rules easier to understand. 

How about basic differences from the 1959 code? Rules 37 
and 38 (Fundamental Same-Tack Rules and Luffing After Start- 
ing) have been redrafted. They do not change any principles or 
application, but the new draft of Rule 37 does make it clear that 
a windward yacht, running, must keep clear of a leeward close- 
hauled yacht on the same tack whether or not they are over- 
lapped in the ordinary sense of the word. This has been ac- 
complished by a change in the Definition of windward and lee- 
ward. 

The new draft of Rule 38 clarifies the luffing limitations upon 
a leeward yacht and especially upon a yacht clear astern which 
establishes an overlap to leeward. This clarification in Rule 38 
is effected by redrafting the Fundamental Rule (37), by in- 
corporating cross references and by placing Rule 38.1 imme- 
diately after Rule 37 and setting the limitation provision in 38 
in an indented paragraph. 

There is a new rule (35) “Hailing” which specifies that a yacht 
should hail (except when luffing) before making an unforeseen 
course alteration. 

There is an important addition in Rule 40—Altering Course 
before Starting. The addition of the words “except to assume 
her proper course if any’ now permits a leeward yacht (before 
starting but after the start signal) to alter course toward the 
wind (luff) in order to assume her proper course, even though 
she would not otherwise have had luffing rights. Many yachts- 
men thought this was permitted under the 1959 rules but it 
was not. Now, however, even if a leeward yacht’s bow barely 
overlaps a windward yacht’s stern she may still luff (slowly) to 
assume a proper course to cross the starting line. It is important 
to remember, however, that this does not apply before the start 
signal, but only after the signal though prior to crossing the line. 
Bear in mind also that in so luffing, a leeward yacht must give 
the windward yacht a chance to keep clear (Rule 34, b). 

Rule 42, giving Room at Marks and Obstructions, while not 
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basically new, has been so reworded that it should be read with 
special care. I believe it is far more clearly stated and easier to 
understand. The rule now refers to the “foremost point” of a 
yacht coming abreast of a mark rather than when a yacht 
“reaches” a mark—certainly a more definite yardstick. This rule 
also now more clearly states when a yacht may or may not tack 
or jibe. 

There is an important change in the rule on Hailing for 
Room to Tack at Obstructions (43.1 and 43.2) which is re- 
designed to give the hailed (windward) yacht more racing 
equity while still providing the hailing (leeward) yacht with full 
safety protection. The increased equity is provided by the re- 
quirement that the leeward yacht must have to make a sub- 
stantial alteration of course to clear an obstruction or she cannot 
hail the other about. Equity is further provided by requir- 
ing the hailing yacht to begin to tack before the other has com- 
pleted her tack or immediately after being told “you tack” if 
the windward yacht feels she can give the other room without 
having to tack herself. 

The increased protection afforded the leeward yacht is in the 
fact that she may now hail for room to tack if she cannot clear a 
right-of-way yacht on the other tack, even though the hailed 
yacht could clear without tacking. In the 1959 Rules the wind- 
ward yacht did not need to give room if she could clear a right- 
of-way yacht. Now she must—certainly a safer rule even though 
some sailors feel it not altogether fair to the windward yacht. 
This rule is probably the most basic change in the 1961 draft. 

The italics at the outset of Section E when applied to Rule 44 
now give a returning premature starter the protection of the 
balk rule. 


PART V—OTHER SAILING RULES 


The principal change in the Rules in Part V is in the Sailing 
the Course and Touching a Mark Rules and the related Defini- 
tion of Mark. There is no basic change in these rules, merely a 


=. The New Yacht Racing Rules 


complete redrafting to clarify rules which, surprisingly, caused 
confusion in the past. 

Rule 49, Fair Sailing, has been taken out of the Right-of- 
Way Rules and put in Part V to emphasize that it applies only 
when no other rule does. 

Rule 54, Sheeting Sails to Spars, permits a headsail or spin- 
naker to be sheeted to or led above a boom regularly used for a 
mainsail. In short, if a sheet is led against a main’s leech this 
does not constitute an outrigger. 

Rules 56-64 (56—Boarding, 57—Weaving, Man Overboard, 
58—Rendering Assistance, 59 —Outside Assistance, 60—Means 
of Propulsion, 61—Sounding, 62—Manual Power, 63—Anchor- 
ing, Making Fast, 64—-Aground or Foul of an Obstruction) are a 
rearrangement of 1959 Rules 23-27 with each subject covered 
separately for greater clarity. 

Changes in principle are: (1) Power may be used without dis- 
qualification to recover a man fallen overboard or to render as- 
sistance to a vessel in distress. (2) A yacht will not be disqualified 
if unable to recover her anchor. She must make “every effort’ to 
recover it but if the line breaks, or if she has to cut the line she 
is not disqualified. (3) A yacht can carry more than the lights 
specified in the government Rules or International Regulations 
for Preventing Collision at Sea without being disqualified. For 
example, she can carry a masthead light. This is made possible 
by inserting the words “‘as a minimum” in Rule 53 when specify- 
ing what lights to carry. 


PART VI—PROTESTS, DISQUALIFICATIONS AND APPEALS 


This section is considerably rearranged and changed from 
1959 Part V. The changes, however, are mostly for clarity, rather 
than ones of principle, and while they should be read they need 
not be discussed. 

It is particularly important for sailors to read Rule 68, which 
includes all protests that can be made by a competitor. It also 
provides for protests between yachts competing in separate races 
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sponsored by different clubs. 

A new rule in this section provides a penalty for gross breach 
of the rules (Rule 74). This rule would permit the N.A.Y.R.U. 
to disqualify a yachtsman from sailing a yacht in any race under 
its jurisdiction, for as long as it might see fit. Obviously this is 
action which would be taken only for a truly extreme violation 
(like tampering with a competitor’s rigging, tying a bucket on 
her or some other act in the Lee Rail Viking tradition). Years 
might go by before it is enforced, and I hope they do, but it 
seems a good rule to have. 

Basically, those are the only changes, though there are few 
rules which have not been reworded or rearranged. It is a won- 
derful code, easier to understand than anything previous, fairer, 
yet designed not to change the tactics of yacht racing. They 
are the result of the most careful scrutiny and greatest effort 
ever expended on the subject on both sides of the Atlantic. 

So much for changes. The important thing now is to learn 
the rules as they now exist and to forget the past. All sections 
should be studied with care and yachtsmen should always keep 
in mind that they can be disqualified for failure to observe any 
of the rules, not just the Right-of-Way rules. 

It is the Definitions (Part I) and the Sailing Rules When 
Yachts Meet (Part IV), however, which must become second 
nature to yachtsmen. Therefore, let us discuss these one by one 
and in whatever detail seems necessary to gain a full under- 
standing. 


CHAPTER TWO 


PART I, DEFINITIONS 


AN INTEGRAL part of the new right-of-way rules is Part I, Def- 
initions, which precedes them. Without a complete understand- 
ing of these definitions, the rules themselves would be unin- 
telligible to the beginner and subject to misinterpretation by 
the experienced racing man. Happily, they are clearly worded. 
Like the rest of the rules, however, they are full of meat and 
should not be covered hurriedly. By considering them in se- 
quence, by discussing briefly the significant aspects of each, and 
by adding illustrations as required, we may learn them more 
readily and be better prepared for consideration of the rules 
themselves. Each definition is indented to differentiate it from 
any accompanying comment. Terms defined below will be 
printed in bold type in the text of the right-of-way rules (Sail- 
ing Rules When Yachts Meet) to appear in Chapter III. 
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PART I 
DEFINITIONS 


When one of the terms defined in Part I is used in 
tts defined sense in the definitions or rules, it is 
printed in bold type. All definitions and italicized 
notes rank as rules. 


Racing—A yacht is racing from her preparatory sig- 
nal until she has either finished and cleared the finish- 
ing line and finishing marks or withdrawn; or the race 
has been cancelled, postponed or abandoned. 


The important point here is that one remains amenable to 
the racing rules not only until finishing but also until one has 
cleared the finishing line and marks. If a long committee boat 
is struck after finishing or if you foul another yacht right after 
finishing you will be disqualified. 


Starting—A yacht starts when, after her starting sig- 
nal, any part of her hull or equipment (unless other- 
wise prescribed in the sailing instructions) first crosses 
the starting line in the direction of the first mark. 


This is quite self-explanatory. It is important to read the 
instructions to see whether the mast is prescribed as the starting 
point. If not, it will be the foremost point (including sails, 
bowsprit or boom). 


Finishing—A yacht finishes when any part of her 
hull or equipment (unless otherwise prescribed in the 
sailing instructions) crosses the finishing line from the 
direction of the last mark. 


The same comment applies to this as to the starting defini- 
tion. Remember that it is unnecessary to pass completely across 
the finishing line. Once getting the gun or whistle, you may 
continue across or drop astern but, as shown in the definition of 
racing, you remain amenable to the rules until clear of the 
line. 
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Luffing—Altering course towards the wind until 
head to wind. 


This definition shows that a yacht’s sails need not be shaking 
for her to be considered luffing. 


Tacking—A yacht is tacking from the moment she 
is beyond head to wind until she has borne away, if 
beating to windward, to a close-hauled course; if not 
beating to windward, to the course on which her main- 
sail has filled. 


Notice that a yacht is not considered to be tacking until after 
she is beyond head to wind. This provision is included because 
prior to that time it would be impossible to determine if she 
were merely luffing head to wind or tacking. The term “close- 
hauled,” used above, refers to a course the yacht would take to 
work to windward to the best advantage, even though her sails, 
owing to backwind from a genoa jib or for some other reason, 
might not be entirely full on said course. Notice, however, that 
if the yacht is not beating to windward, the tack is not completed 
until the mainsail fills (see Figure 1). 

In all diagrams throughout this book the white yacht has 
right of way and the black one must keep clear. In case there are 
more than two yachts, those which have right of way over some 
but not all yachts are gray. A yacht with limited right of way 
(right of way, but not the right to luff, for example) will also be 
depicted as gray. In each diagram the wind is blowing in the 
direction indicated by the black arrow. 
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Fig. 1, Tacking. A yacht is not tacking between stages 1 and 2. 
Immediately after stage 2 she begins tacking and in stage 3 her 
tack is completed. 
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Bearing Away—Altering course away from the wind 
until a yacht begins to jibe. 
This is quite self-explanatory but it is important to remember 
that as a yacht bears off to jibe she has not commenced her jibe. 


Jibing—A yacht begins to jibe at the moment when, 
with the wind aft, the foot of her mainsail crosses her 
center line and completes the jibe when it has filled on 
the other tack. 


A provision similar to that for tacking exists here—namely, 
that the jibe has not commenced until the foot of her mainsail 
has crossed the center line. Prior to that time the yacht is merely 
bearing away, not jibing (see Figure 2). It is completed when 
her mainsail fills. 
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Fig. 2, Jibing. A yacht is not jibing between stages 1 and 2, 
merely bearing away. Immediately after reaching stage 2, her jibe 
begins and terminates upon reaching stage 3. 
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On a Tack—A yacht is on a tack except when she is 
tacking or jibing. A yacht is on the tack (starboard or 
port) corresponding to her windward side. 


Note particularly that while in the process of tacking or jibing 
a yacht is on no tack. At other times, if her windward side is the 
port side (mainsail to starboard) she is on the port tack. In 
Figure 3, Black is on the port tack and White on the starboard. 
In Figure 4, both Black and White are on port tack. 
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Fig. 3, On a Tack. White is on the starboard tack (mainsail to 
port); Black on the port tack (mainsail to starboard). 
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Close-hauled—A yacht is close-hauled when sailing 
by the wind as close as she can lie with advantage in 
working to windward. 


This definition is just two years old. The term has long been 
used and generally interpreted thus, but there was some ques- 
tion heretofore as to whether a boat on a very close reach might 
be considered close-hauled. It is now clear that she would not be. 
“Close-hauled,” of course, would differ for various boats. A 
catamaran, for example, might sail a full point lower than a 
6-Meter when sailing up wind, in order to make best headway 
to the weather mark. Both boats, however, would be considered 
close-hauled. Figure 3 can double for showing two boats close- 
hauled. In Figure 7 Black is close-hauled and White obviously 
is not. 


Leeward and Windward—The leeward side of a 
yacht is that on which she is, or, if luffing head to 
wind, was, carrying her mainsail. The other side is the 
windward side. 

When neither of two yachts on the same tack is 
clear astern the one on the leeward side of the other is 
the leeward yacht. The other is the windward yacht. 


Note especially the term “or, if luffing head to wind, was.” 
Note also that the position of the mainsail determines the lee- 
ward side, not necessarily the direction of the wind. One might 
be sailing by the lee (with the wind actually striking the lee side 
first), but if the mainsail were on that side then that is the 
leeward side of the yacht. For example, in Figure 4, the star- 
board side is the leeward side of both yachts even though the 
wind is striking Black’s starboard side sooner than her port 
side. White is the leeward yacht of the two. 
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Fig. 4, Leeward and Windward. The starboard side is the leeward 
side of both Black and White, because their mainsails are to 
starboard. Their port sides are the windward sides. White is the 
leeward yacht of the two, Black the windward. 
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Clear astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap—A yacht 
is clear astern of another when her hull and equip- 
ment are aft of an imaginary line projected abeam 
from the aftermost point of the other’s hull and equip- 
ment. The other yacht is clear ahead. The yachts over- 
lap if neither is clear astern; or if, although one is clear 
astern, an intervening yacht overlaps both of them. 
The terms clear astern, clear ahead and overlap apply 
to yachts on opposite tacks only when they are subject 
to rule 42.1—Giving Room at Marks and Obstruc- 
tions. 


It is interesting to note that for the purpose of Rule 38.2, 
On Same-Tack Luffing, an overlap can exist only if the yachts 
are within 2 over-all lengths of the longer yacht. In other in- 
stances an overlap can exist regardless of the distance apart, 
though if they are a long distance apart the rules become only 
of academic or perhaps future interest. Also important is the 
provision that two yachts overlap if an intervening one overlaps 
both of them (see Figure 6). 

In Figure 7 Black is clear astern and hence it is wrong to 
think of her as an overtaking yacht, an old definition no longer 
in use. Nor is she a leeward yacht, as that definition applies only 
to yachts which overlap. She is the burdened yacht because she 
is Clear astern. 

The last sentence of the clear astern and clear ahead; over- 
lap definition is of particular importance as it spells out the 
only time this definition applies to yachts on opposite tacks. In 
all other instances one thinks of the yachts on opposite tack 
as being on port or starboard tack and not as being clear astern 
or overlapped. 
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Fig. 5, Clear Astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap. The second yacht 
is not clear astern of the leader, and hence the two are over- 
lapped; but the third is clear astern of the second. 
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Fig. 6, Overlap. The third yacht (farthest to windward) overlaps 
the leading yacht (farthest to leeward), because the middle yacht 
overlaps both of them. If the middle yacht were not there, the 
windward and leeward yachts would not overlap. 
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Fig. 7, Black is clear astern of White. 
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Proper Course—A proper course is any course a 
yacht might sail after the starting signal and in the 
absence of the other yacht, to finish as quickly as pos- 
sible. There is no proper course before the starting 
signal. 

This is one of the few indefinite definitions in the rules since 
it is difficult, if not impossible, to prove the course a yacht would 
have sailed had another one not been there. Any course, how- 
ever, which obviously results in getting a yacht around the 
course in slower time is not a proper course. One need not, 
however, be heading directly for the next mark or finish in 
order to be sailing a proper course. Often the fastest course (or 
the skipper’s opinion of the fastest course) is one either above 
or below the direct course for the mark (tacking down wind, 
compensating for tide, or heading to one side to reach a stronger 
wind or better slant, for example). A course held for some time 
is also considered to be proper. 

While this definition is difficult to pin down, in practice it will 
usually be easy to determine whether the course taken lives up 
to the spirit behind the definition of proper course. 

Note that there is no proper course before the starting signal. 
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Mark—A mark is any object specified in the sailing 
instructions which a yacht must round or pass on a re- 
quired side. 


Several points should be emphasized. For example, bear in 
mind that all government buoys which must be passed on a 
specified side are marks and, therefore, yachts must give room 
at them to overlapping yachts. Also, if any yacht were to foul 
a government buoy which the instructions require to be passed 
on a required side, even though said buoy is not a rounding 
mark, then the fouling yacht would be required to withdraw. 
It has been noticed that many yachtsmen do not realize that 
they can be disqualified for striking a buoy which is not a 
rounding mark. Bear in mind, also, that if the mark is a gas or 
bell buoy, and is accompanied by a can or nun, the accompany- 
ing buoy is not considered part of the mark and need not be 
rounded. 

Before 1953, the underwater parts of a mark did not count 
as parts of it. This encouraged the misguided practice by some 
skippers, who found themselves drifting into a mark, of reach- 
ing below the surface of the water and fending off the under- 
water section of the mark. Even though this might prevent 
actual contact with the above-water part of the mark, it was il- 
legal, though not always recognized as such. The 1953, 1959 and 
1961 rule versions, by including underwater parts of a buoy as 
part of the mark (now covered in Rule 52 not in the definition), 
prevent this practice. Now, if your keel strikes the buoy beneath 
the surface, you have fouled. The latest rules emphasize, how- 
ever, that ground tackle is not part of a mark. I construe this 
to mean that not only can a boat strike the anchor line beneath 
the surface with immunity, but that also it constitutes no viola- 
tion to hit an anchor line above water so long as the committee 
boat itself is not hit. It would, however, be a violation to fend 
off on the anchor line to keep from hitting the committee boat. 
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Obstruction—An obstruction is any object, includ- 
ing craft under way, large enough to require a yacht 
if not less than one overall length away from it to make 
a substantial alteration of course to pass on one side 
or the other, or any object which can be passed on one 
side only, including a buoy when the yacht in question 
cannot safely pass between it and the shoal or object 
which it bounds. 


This definition requires some comment. The important 
points to remember are: (1) That another yacht racing which 
has right of way is an obstruction. (2) That almost every- 
thing else the racing skipper has to make a substantial altera- 
tion of course to avoid is considered an obstruction. 

The phrase “if not less than one overall length away from it 
as of 
particular importance. It is a clever means of determining how 


to make a substantial alteration of course to pass... 


big an object must be to rank as an obstruction. The size varies 
with the boat’s size. For example, when a 12-foot dinghy is one 
length from a 12-foot object and heading right for it, it would 
take a substantial alteration of course to avoid it. Said object, 
therefore, in this instance would rank as an obstruction. 

If, on the other hand, a 100-foot yacht was one length from 
the same object, it would take only a slight alteration of course 
to avoid it and hence it would not rank as an obstruction. A 
bottle or lobster-pot buoy floating in the water would never 
rank as an obstruction, no matter how small the boat was. 

The last three definitions seem to be entirely self-explanatory 
and hence require no comment. They are as follows. 


Cancellation—A cancelled race is one which cannot 
thereafter be sailed. 

Postponement—A postponed race is one which is 
not started at its scheduled time and which can be 
sailed at any time the race committee may direct. 

Abandonment—An abandoned race is one which is 
stopped while it is in progress, and which can be re- 
sailed at the discretion of the race committee. 
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PART IV, SAILING RULES 
WHEN YACHTS MEET 


INCLUDED in this one chapter are all the right-of-way rules which 
apply for the purpose of disqualification while a yacht is racing 
(from the preparatory signal until she has finished and cleared 
the finishing line. See definition of racing). They occupy only a 
few pages in the rule book and are called Part IV, Sailing Rules 
When Yachts Meet. These are the rules that every racing skip- 
per must know almost instinctively. Although racing experience 
will prove the best teacher, perhaps some comment on each of 
the rules and illustrations will result in learning them faster and 
less painfully than in the school of hard knocks. The Rules in 
Part IV are numbered 31 to 45. Let’s consider each of them 
in order. 

Preceding the racing rules themselves is an introduction to 
Part IV which, along with Rule 31, Disqualification, shows 
that these rules apply from the time a yacht intending to race 
begins to sail about in the vicinity of the starting line until she 
has left the vicinity of the course. A yacht can not be disqualified 
prior to her preparatory signal or after clearing the finishing 
line (unless she deliberately hinders a yacht which is racing) 
but the racing rules prior to and after those times are the ones 
which govern for avoiding collision, and for settling damage 
claims if collisions do occur. 

oF 
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The introduction reads as follows: 


The rules of Part IV apply to yachts intending to 
race in the same or different races, and replace the 
International Regulations for Preventing Colli- 
sions at Sea or Government Right-of-Way Rules 
from the time a yacht intending to race begins to 
sail about in the vicinity of the starting line until 
she has left the vicinity of the course. 


SECTION A—RULES WHICH ALWAYS APPLY 


31—Disqualification 

A yacht can be disqualified for infringing a rule of 
Part IV only when she does so while racing. Before or 
after racing (and irrespective of whether the yachts in 
question are subject to the International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea or Government Right- 
of-Way Rules or the rules of Part IV) a yacht can be 
disqualified only for deliberately hindering a yacht 
which is racing. 


This rule requires no further comment, aside from urging 
that the reader be sure he knows the definition of racing. 


32—Avoiding Collisions 

Except for rule 38.1, Luffing After Starting, the rules 
of Part IV are framed to avoid collision. ‘The yacht 
which by rule has to keep clear must always do so, and 
may be disqualified for an infringement of any of these 
rules, whether or not a collision results. The right-of- 
way yacht in all cases except where rule 38.1 applies 
shall try to avoid a collision. If rule 38.1 apples she 
may collide with the other yacht. But whatever rule 
applies, if she makes no attempt to avoid a collision 
which results in serious damage she may be disqualified 
as well as the other yacht. 


It is interesting to note that a collision need not occur for 
the burdened boat to be disqualified. Even in the luffing rule 
if serious damage results from a collision which the right-of- 
way yacht made no attempt to avoid, both yachts may be dis- 
qualified. 
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33—Withdrawing from Race 

As soon as a yacht, while racing, realizes that she has 
infringed a racing rule or a sailing instruction, she 
should withdraw immediately; but, if she persists in 
racing, other yachts shall continue to accord her such 
rights as she may have under these rules. 


This rule seems pretty obvious. If you have fouled, drop out! 
The important aspect of this rule, however, is the fact that if 
a yacht which is guilty of a foul persists in racing she retains 
her rights. Therefore, if you see a yacht commit a flagrant foul 
which you know will disqualify her, don’t refuse later in that 
race to honor her right of way. If you do, you too will be dis- 
qualified. 


34—-Misleading or Balking 
1. When the yacht required to keep clear has to alter 
course to do so, the right-of-way yacht shall not so alter 
course as to: 
(a) mislead or balk the former in the act of keep- 
ing clear; or 
(b) prevent her from keeping clear except to the 
extent permitted by rule 38.1, Luffing 
after Starting. 
2. A yacht is not misleading or balking another if 
she alters course by luffing or bearing away to conform 
to a change in the strength or direction of the wind. 


This rule, of course, does not prevent luffing, but it does 
prevent a right-of-way yacht from fooling the other into com- 
mitting a foul. It is illegal, for example, for a yacht on starboard 
tack to bear off below her proper course in order to mislead a 
port-tack yacht into thinking she could safely cross her bow and 
then, at the last instant, resume her proper course and strike 
the port-tack yacht. See Figure 8. 
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Fig. 8, Misleading or Balking. Black is subject to disqualification 
even though she is on the starboard tack and could strike White, 
because Black has altered course (note dotted line indicating her 
course) in such manner as to balk and mislead White into think- 
ing she could cross Black’s bow. 
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It would be just as much a balk if a port-tack yacht had elected 
to pass to leeward of a starboard tack and the latter had borne 
off, thus thwarting efforts to keep clear. In all such instances, the 
balking yacht would be disqualified, even though she would 
otherwise have had right of way. Paragraph 2 is self-explanatory. 


35—Hailing 

Except when luffing under rule 38.1, Luffing after 
Starting, a right-of-way yacht should hail before or 
when making an alteration of course which may not 
be foreseen by the other yacht. 


This is a new rule. It has always been a good idea to hail in 
such a situation, if for nothing more than to protect your own 
interests and to avoid collision. Now it is necessary also to avoid 
disqualification. For example, if you are on the leeward bow 
of a port-tack yacht and about to tack onto starboard, hail 
before tacking. This will give an opportunity for the port-tack 
yacht to get ready to keep clear after the tack is completed. 
Such a hail, of course, will not exonerate you if you tacked too 
close, but it protects you if you tacked close though not too 
close. 

If a right-of-way yacht fails to hail in such a situation and 
collision occurs, she will be disqualified. The burdened boat, 
however, will also be disqualified for not keeping sufficiently 
alert to fulfill her obligation to keep clear. 


56 The New Yacht Racing Rules 


SECTION B—OPPOSITE TACK RULE 


36—Fundamental Rule 
A port-tack yacht shall keep clear of a starboard-tack 
yacht. 


In this one sentence is contained the most comprehensive of 
all the rules, the rule which applies in almost half the situations 
a yacht may find herself. How wonderfully simple it is to have 
to remember only that if you are on the starboard tack all yachts 
on the port tack must keep clear. Actually, there are two excep- 
tions. If you have gotten over the line early and are returning 
on the starboard tack to restart, you have to keep clear of yachts 
which were not over early even though they are on the port tack 
(Rule 44). The other exception occurs when, on a downwind 
leg of the course, they are about to pass a mark on the required 
side or an obstruction which they are about to pass on the same 
side, and an inside port-tack yacht has an overlap over a star- 
board-tack yacht. In this instance, the outside starboard-tack 
yacht must give her room to pass the mark (Rule 42). 

At all other times, while on the starboard tack, you have 
right of way over port-tack yachts, whether your yacht is over- 
taking, converging, passing a windward mark, or running free 
and meeting a close-hauled port-tack yacht—in short, in every 
situation except the two special cases mentioned above. Some 
of these are illustrated in Figures 9, 10, and 11, in each of which 
the black port-tack yacht must keep clear. 
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Fig. 9, Port-Tack Yacht Keep Clear. Black, because she is on the 
port tack, must keep clear of White on the starboard tack. 
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Fig. 10, Port-Tack Yacht Keep Clear. Again, Black, because she 
is on the port tack, must keep clear of White on the starboard 
tack, even though White is clear astern. 
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Fig. 11, Port-Tack Yacht Keep Clear. White, on the starboard 
tack, has right of way over Black on the port tack even though 
Black is close-hauled and White running free. 
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SECTION C—SAME TACK RULES 


37—Fundamental Rules 

1. A windward yacht shall keep clear of a leeward 
yacht. 

2. A yacht clear astern shall keep clear of a yacht 
clear ahead. 

3. When a yacht clear astern establishes an overlap 
to leeward, she shall allow the windward yacht ample 
room and opportunity to fulfill her newly-acquired ob- 
ligation to keep clear. (See luffing limitations in rule 
38.1, Luffing after Starting, and rule 40, Altering 
Course Before Starting.) 


This rule specifies that if two yachts are on the same tack, 
either port or starboard, unless one yacht is clear astern (in 
which case the yacht clear astern keeps clear even if to leeward) 
the windward yacht will keep clear. 

As soon as an overlap is established, the leeward yacht has 
right of way (see Figure 12). A leeward yacht, however, in 
establishing an overlap from clear astern, must be careful to be 
far enough to leeward of the windward yacht at the time she 
gains an overlap to permit the windward yacht to head as high 
as she wishes to keep clear (including luffing head to wind) 
without in the process having her stern swing into the leeward 
yacht’s bow. In fact, the N.A.Y.R.U. committee on rules revi- 
sion felt that in the case of any spars or sails projecting from 
the adjoining sides of the yachts, even more room than that 
required to luff head to wind should be allowed, and that the 
intent of the rule in such case was that the leeward yacht should 
allow sufficient room so that the windward yacht would not 
have to sail above the course of the leeward yacht in order to 
avoid a collision. It was decided to leave out this wording be- 
cause it looked cumbersome, but since this was the committee’s 
opinion of “ample room,” it is safe to assume that any pro- 
tests involving contact of this nature will, if submitted to the 
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Fig. 12, Same-Tack Fundamental Rule. Black, being the wind- 
ward yacht, has to keep clear of White, the leeward yacht. Assum- 
ing that the leeward yacht was clear astern prior to the establish- 
ment of the above overlap, she would then have had to keep clear 
as overtaking yacht; and the right of way situation as between the 
two yachts (transferring right of way to the leeward yacht) would 
have changed the instant she established her overlap (see Fig- 
lre:/).. 
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N.A.Y.R.U., be decided in favor of the windward yacht. So, if 
the windward yacht heads up to keep clear and strikes the lee- 
ward yacht in so doing, either with her hull or equipment, 
then the leeward yacht is subject to disqualification for having 
been too close aboard when the overlap commenced (see Fig- 
liresd 3); 

A second limitation is imposed on the leeward yacht by 
Rule 38.1, providing the windward yacht was forward of the 
mast line when the overlap began, as she always must be when 
the leeward yacht establishes her overlap from clear astern. In 
that event, the leeward yacht can maintain her proper course 
and the windward yacht must keep clear, but she cannot luff 
the windward yacht so long as the overlap remains, even after 
the windward yacht is no longer forward of the mast line. In 
every case in which two yachts are on the same tack, however, 
the windward yacht (unless she is being overtaken from clear 
astern) is required to keep clear but is sometimes given a meas- 
ure of protection as indicated above. 
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Fig. 13, Same-Tack Fundamental Rule. Black, although she is the 
leeward yacht, is in the wrong because she has established her 
overlap so close to leeward that White, in luffing up to keep clear, 
strikes Black with her stern. 


64 


The New Yacht Racing Rules 


38—Right-of-Way Yacht Luffing after Starting 

1. Lurrinc RicuTts AND LimiraTions—After a yacht 
has started and cleared the starting line, she may luff 
as she pleases to prevent a yacht on the same tack 
from passing her to windward EXCEPT THAT: 

If at any time during the existence of an overlap the 
helmsman of the windward yacht (when sighting 
abeam from his normal station and sailing no higher 
than the leeward yacht) is abreast or forward of the 
mainmast of the leeward yacht, the leeward yacht 
thereafter may not sail above her proper course 
while that overlap continues to exist. 

2. OvERLAP LimiraTions—For the purpose of this 
rule: an overlap does not begin or continue to exist 
unless the yachts are clearly within two overall lengths 
of the longer yacht; and an overlap which exists be- 
tween two yachts when the leading yacht starts, or 
when one or both of them completes a tack or jibe, 
shall be regarded as beginning at that time. 

3. HAILING TO STOP OR PREVENT A LurrF—When 
there is doubt, the leeward yacht may assume that she 
has the right to luff unless the helmsman of the wind- 
ward yacht has hailed ‘“‘Mast Abeam,” or words to that 
effect. The leeward yacht must be governed by such 
hail, and, if she deems it improper, her only remedy 
is to protest. 

4, CurTAILING A Lurr—The windward yacht shall 
not cause a luff to be curtailed because of her prox- 
imity to the leeward yacht unless an obstruction, a 
third yacht or other object restricts her ability to re- 
spond. 

5. LurFinc Two or More Yacuts—A yacht shall 
not luff unless she has the right to luff all yachts which 
would be affected by her luff; in which case they shall 
all respond even if an intervening yacht or yachts 
would not otherwise have the right to luff. 
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Fig. 14, The windward yacht, which has been gaining, has just 
reached the “mast abeam” position. Prior to reaching this posi- 
tion, she could have been luffed by the leeward yacht. If she gains 
any more, she will be forward of “mast abeam” and can no longer 
be luffed. 
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Note that a leeward yacht cannot luff a windward one so long 
as they overlap if the windward yacht was forward of “mast 
abeam” when the overlap commenced. The ““‘mast abeam” posi- 
tion is shown in Figure 14. If the leeward yacht draws clear 
ahead and subsequently the windward yacht regains an overlap, 
then the leeward yacht can luff her. If, however, as shown in 
(b), the two yachts were on different tacks when the overlap 
commenced and one jibes, then the leeward yacht may luff the 
windward one if the windward one is aft of “mast abeam” when 
the jibe is completed. This holds true even if the windward 
yacht was forward of the mast line when the overlap commenced 
prior to the jibe. In other words, in this case luffing rights are 
decided by the relative positions at the moment the jibe is com- 
pleted, not when the overlap began. In effect it creates a new 
overlap at the time the jibe is made (see Figure 15). 
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Fig. 15, Luffing after starting. In determining A’s luffing rights, 
the overlap is considered as starting when A jibes. Therefore, 
even though A was overhauling B when they became overlapped 


on opposite tacks, A2 can luff B2 because B did not have A’s mast 
abeam when A completed her jibe. 
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Paragraph 2. of this rule also specifies that for luffing pur- 
poses an overlap exists only when the two yachts are clearly 
within two over-all lengths of the longer yacht. Hence a lee- 
ward yacht too far aft to have luffing rights can widen out abeam 
over two lengths and if she then continues to gain, so that when 
she later closes in to within two lengths the windward yacht is 
behind the mast abeam position, the leeward yacht then has the 
right to luff. 

Paragraph 4. of this rule prevents luffing if an obstruction to 
sea room restricts the windward yacht’s ability to respond. Re- 
member that an obstruction includes a right-of-way yacht, as 
shown in Figure 16. 

Paragraph 5. of this rule warrants special attention. It reveals 
that a leeward yacht is not permitted to luff the nearest of two 
or more yachts to windward of her unless she also has luffing 
rights over all yachts to windward of her. Assume, for example, 
that the leeward yacht is overlapped by two windward ones, 
the nearer of which cannot hail “‘mast abeam’” while the one 
farther to windward can (see Figure 17). In this situation, if the 
leeward yacht luffs the yacht adjacent to her she would be sub- 
ject to disqualification. 

But if the leeward yacht has luffing rights over all windward 
yachts, then she can luff them all, even if the intervening yacht 
would not otherwise have had luffing rights over those to wind- 
ward of her (see Figure 18). 
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Fig. 16, Luffing after starting. Although A would normally have 
luffing rights over B, she cannot luff her in this situation because 
B would then foul C, which is an obstruction and which has right 
of way over both A and B. 
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Fig. 17, Luffing after Starting. A cannot luff B, even though B 
does not have A’s mast abeam, because A does not have luffing 
rights over C. 


Part IV, Sailing Rules When Yachts Meet 71 


Fig. 18, Luffing after Starting. In this case, since A has luffing 
rights of both B and C, she can luff B, and C must respond to B’s 
luff even though she is forward of B’s mast. 
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39—Bearing Away after Starting 

After a yacht has started and cleared the starting 
line, she shall not sail below her proper course when 
she is clearly within three of her overall lengths of a 
leeward yacht or of a yacht clear astern which is steer- 
ing a course to pass to leeward. 


Figure 19 illustrates this rule. Note that it applies only when 
two yachts are within three over-all lengths of each other. If 
they are, one may either be clear astern or to leeward, and the 
windward or leading yacht must sail no lower than her proper 
course. 
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Fig. 19, Bearing Away after Starting. Black is subject to disquali- 
fication for bearing off below her proper course to prevent White, 
which is overtaking, from passing to leeward. 
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This rule and Rule 38 (Luffing) are the only two which men- 
tion distance apart of the two yachts involved. Rule 38 applies 
only if the yachts are within two lengths of each other. Rule 39, 
Bearing Away, applies only if they are within three lengths. 

This rule now applies on all legs of the course. Several years 
ago it did not apply on windward legs, simply because it was 
difficult to prove whether a yacht really was bearing off to pre- 
vent another from passing or whether she was merely less close- 
winded. Or perhaps her skipper thought he could get more out 
of her by sailing a bit lower. This, however, was sacrificing 
principle for expediency, and the present version is fairer. See 
Figure 20. 

Note that it does not say that the windward yacht must sail 
no lower than the leeward yacht, but only that she must sail no 
lower than her proper course. One boat or one skipper might 
sail better a bit lower than another. Also if a boat has overstood 
the weather mark she can surely drive off down to the mark 
without violating this rule. Remember, however, that at all 
times the windward yacht must keep clear and must never cause 
the leeward one to alter course. 
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Fig. 20, Bearing Away after Starting. Rule 39 now also applies on 
windward legs. Hence Black is wrong in bearing off to keep 
White from passing to leeward. 
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40—Right-of-Way Yacht Altering Course before Starting 

Until she has started and cleared the starting line, a 
right-of-way yacht, when altering course affects another 
yacht on the same tack, may alter course but only 
slowly, and a leeward yacht (except to assume her 
proper course if any) may luff only when the helms- 
man of the windward yacht (sighting abeam from his 
normal station) is abaft the mainmast of the leeward 
yacht. Rules 38.3, Hailing to Stop or Prevent a Luff, 
38.4, Curtailing a Luff, and 38.5, Luffing Two or More 
Yachts, also apply. 

Note that the starting line must be crossed and cleared before 
sharp alterations of course are permitted. 

This rule is designed to avoid fouls at the start by slowing 
down the maneuvers of a right-of-way yacht. For example, a 
sharp and sudden luff is not permitted; a gradual one is. Note, 
however, that it permits a leeward yacht to luff a windward 
one gradually, but only whenever the helmsman of the wind- 
ward yacht is abaft the “‘mast abeam”’ position. 

This rule makes reference to 38.3, 38.4, and 38.5. It is im- 
portant to remember that the luffing provision of Rule 40 
differs from that of 38 in that before the start a leeward yacht 
can luff as soon as she is forward of the “mast abeam” position 
even though she may have been aft of it when the overlap began. 

Note also that after the start signal but before crossing the 
line a leeward yacht may luff a windward one even though the 
latter is forward of the mast abeam position. She must give the 
windward yacht a chance to keep clear, but if she does she may 
luff up to her proper course (to cross the line) even though her 
bow might barely overlap the windward yacht’s stern. 

Also, a right-of-way yacht may alter her course to kill time 
or to gain a more favorable position on the line and, if not 
done suddenly, such alteration will not be considered a balk 
even though it might have been had it occurred elsewhere than 
at the start. 
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SECTION D—CHANGING TACK RULES 


41—Tacking or Jibing | 

1. A yacht while tacking or jibing shall keep clear of 
a yacht on a tack. 

2. When a yacht tacks or jibes into a position which 
will subsequently give her right-of-way, she shall do 
so far enough away from a yacht on a tack so that the 
latter need not begin to alter her course to keep clear 
until the tack or jibe is completed and thereafter be 
able to keep clear. 

3. A yacht which tacks or jibes thereby assumes the 
onus of proving that she did not infringe rule 41.2. 

4. If two yachts are tacking or jibing at the same 
time the one on the other’s port side shall keep clear. 


This rule does not permit tacking or jibing into a position 
which subsequently gives right of way and the gaining of imme- 
diate and complete rights. The yacht which is required to keep 
clear after another has tacked or jibed need not begin to keep 
clear until said tack or jibe is completed. This prevents tacking 
too close, since if a port-tack yacht is unable to avoid collision 
without altering course before the other has completed her tack 
or jibe onto the starboard tack, then the starboard-tack yacht is 
in the wrong (see Figures 21, 22, and 23). 
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Fig. 21, Tacking. Both yachts are shown as Gray, since their rights 
are yet to be determined. The port-tack yacht is required to begin 
to keep clear at this instant. If, however, she does begin to but is 
unable to avoid striking the starboard-tack yacht, the latter is dis- 
qualified for having tacked too close. 
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Fig. 22, Tacking. This situation is similar to that in Fig. 14. The 
overtaking yacht has to begin to keep clear but if she does begin 
and still strikes the leading yacht, the latter is disqualified for 
having tacked too close. 
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Fig. 23, Jibing. Since the leading yacht has completed her jibe 
onto the starboard tack, the other must begin to keep clear. If, 
however, the port-tack yacht does try to keep clear but is unable 
to, the starboard-tack yacht is disqualified for having jibed too 
close. 
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SECTION E—RULES OF EXCEPTION AND 
SPECIAL APPLICATION 


When a rule of this section applies it over-rides 
every rule of Part IV that precedes it except the 
rules of Section A—Rules Which Always Apply. 


42—-Giving Room at Marks and Obstructions 

1. When yachts which are on the same tack and not 
subject to rule 42.2, the Anti-Barging rule, or which 
are on opposite tacks and are sailing after clearing the 
starting line on a downwind leg of the course, are 
about to round or pass a mark on the required side 
or an obstruction on the same side: 

(a) The outside yacht shall give each yacht over- 
lapping her on the inside room to round or 
pass it. 

(b) A yacht clear astern shall keep clear in anticipa- 
tion of and during the rounding or passing 
maneuver, and shall not be entitled to room 
unless she establishes an overlap:— 

(i) in time to enable the yacht or yachts outside 

her to give the required room; and 

(ii) before the yacht clear ahead alters her course 
in the act of rounding; and 

(iii) in any event before the foremost point of 
the outside yacht next to her comes abreast 
of the mark or obstruction; 

except that if the yachts are passing a shoal or the 

shore, a yacht clear astern may intervene be- 

tween it and the yacht clear ahead of her at any 

time that the latter can with reasonable safety 

approach it more closely. 

(c) A yacht clear ahead shall be under no obligation 
to give room before an overlap is estab- 
lished. The onus will lie upon the yacht 
which has been clear astern to prove that 
the overlap was established in proper time. 

(d) An outside leeward yacht with luffing rights may 
take an inside yacht to windward of a mark 
provided she also passes to windward of it. 
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(e) Room to round or pass a mark includes room to 
tack or jibe if tacking or jibing is an integral 
part of the rounding or passing maneuver, 
but a yacht clear ahead cannot claim the 
right to tack under this rule: 

(i) if she is completing the rounding of a lee- 
ward mark and the next leg is a beat; or 
(ii) if she is beating to windward and is about to 
tack around a mark. 
In either case the yacht clear ahead in tacking is 
subject to rule 41, Tacking or Jibing. 

(f) No part of this rule applies when two close- 

hauled yachts meet on opposite tacks. 


i] It is significant to note that the two yachts in question can 
‘Ibe converging on the mark on considerably different courses 
| but the outside one must give the inside one room if an overlap 
|| exists. (See Figure 24.) 

Rule 42.1 is one of the two which can override Rule 36, 
the opposite-tack rule. Remember, however, that it applies only 
on a downwind leg of the course. 

Note in 42.1(b) that if two yachts do not overlap, the leader 
need not give the other room if her foremost point has come 
abreast of the mark or obstruction, has altered her course in the 
act of rounding it, or is too close to give room. 

It is most important to remember that 42.1(c) gives the lead- 
ing yacht the benefit of the doubt in deciding whether or not 
an overlap exists or was established in time. In case of a differ- 
ence of opinion on this score, the outside yacht is less apt to be 
disqualified. 

Rule 42.1(d) is self-explanatory. An inside windward yacht 
should always keep in mind the possibility that she will be luffed 
the wrong side of the mark. Failure to respond to said luff is 
sure to result in disqualification and a counter-claim that one 
had an overlap and expected to be given room is no excuse. 
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Fig. 24, Passing Marks and Obstructions. Since A overlaps B, B 
must give her room to round the mark even though the two 
yachts are converging on the mark on considerably different 
courses. 
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Paragraph 42.1(e) means that a yacht may not tack to round 
a mark even though not overlapped, unless she can complete 
her tack without causing yachts astern to begin to alter course 
until the tack is completed (if tacking from the port to the star- 
board tack), or unless she can clear all yachts astern (if tacking 
from the starboard to the port tack). In other words, if ap- 
proaching a weather mark, or if planning to tack after round- 
ing a leeward mark, the opposite-tack rule (36) and the tacking 
rule (41) both take precedence. See Figure 25. 

Note, however, that the above does not apply if tacking 
around a mark from one reach to another. In this case the tack- 
ing maneuver is considered an integral part of rounding the 
mark, and the leading boat, if not overlapped, may tack to 
round without worrying about clearing the boat behind. Note 
also that the yacht clear ahead may jibe around a mark with 
impunity. 

Rule 42.1(f) is quite obvious but put in to make a basic point 
crystal clear. 


2. ON SAME TAckK, ANTI-BARGING RULE—Exception 
to Rule 42.1(a). When approaching the starting line to 
start, a leeward yacht shall be under no obligation to 
give any windward yacht room to pass on the required 
side of a starting mark surrounded by navigable water; 
but, after the starting signal, a leeward yacht shall not 
deprive a windward yacht of room at such mark either 

(a) by heading above the first mark; or 
(b) by luffing above close-hauled. 


Note first of all that this rule applies only when a yacht is 
approaching the starting line to start. It does not apply when 
approaching it earlier. A knowledge of what constitutes barging 
is necessary to understand this rule. In many instances, both on 
windward and leeward starts, a great many skippers may decide 
that it is desirable to cross on the extreme windward end of the 
line. In the past, one way of achieving this aim has been to take 
a position to windward of this end of the line and then reach 
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Fig. 25, Giving Room at Marks or Obstructions. B1, by being to 
leeward, has right of way over AJ but she cannot subsequently 
tack to round the mark unless she can cross A. A2 has right of way 
because she is on the starboard tack and the fact that B2 has 
tacked to round a mark does not alter A2’s rights. B should have 
either gone under A’s stern or waited until A tacked before tack- 
ing to round the mark. 
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or run off for the line. Yachts which were approaching this end 
of the line hard on the wind (if an up wind start), or in the gen- 
eral direction of the first mark (if the first leg was a reach or 
a run), often had their starts spoiled by a horde of yachts forcing 
their way between them and the windward starting marker. If 
these yachts had an overlap, they could, under the old rules, 
demand room after the gun fired. As a result, large jams of yachts 
at this end were not infrequent, all of them fighting for the 
weather berth, and those that were barging ruining the well- 
timed starts of the yachts on the leeward side of the jam. It was 
unfair to the latter, and good starting often became a matter 
of luck or of nerve. The new rule gives protection to yachts 
which approach the line directly rather than running off for it, 
because, under this new rule, no yacht is required to give to | 
those on the same tack overlapping to windward room to pass 
on the right side of the starting marker. (If they are on different 
tacks, Rule 36, not Rule 42.2, applies.) Consequently, jams at 
the windward end are largely eliminated, the yachts are spread 
out along the line, and a yacht which has a well-timed start and 
is traveling fast need not worry about her start being ruined. 

After the gun fires, however, no yacht can sail above close- 
hauled (if an up wind start) or above the course for the first 
mark (if an off wind start) to keep any yachts to windward of her 
from crossing the line. Before the gun she can sail as high as she 
wants to freeze yachts out. Yachts which persist in barging and 
find no room in which to cross the line have to kill away and 
pass under the sterns of those to leeward or go about and ap- 
proach again. The new rule results in fewer fouls and makes 
for fairer starts in which skill and good timing rather than pure 
nerve are rewarded. Figure 26 illustrates how this rule works, 
the black yachts being in the act of barging and unable to claim 
room from the white one to cross on the right side of the wind- 
ward starting marker. 
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Fig. 26, Anti-Barging Rule. White does not have to give room 
at the starting mark to the two Black yachts which are barging. 
The latter will have to maneuver as shown in order to cross the 
line (see also Figures 32 and 33). 
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43—Close-Hauled, Hailing for Room to Tack at 
Obstructions 

1. Hatt1nc—When safe pilotage requires a close- 
hauled yacht to make a substantial alteration of course 
to avoid an obstruction, she may, if she cannot tack 
without colliding with a close-hauled yacht on the 
same tack, hail the latter for room to tack. 

2. REesponDING—The hailed yacht shall either: 

(a) tack at the earliest possible moment after the 
hail, in which case the hailing yacht shall 
immediately tack, beginning before the 
hailed yacht has completed her tack; or 

(b) reply “You tack,” or words to that effect, if in 
her opinion she can keep clear without 
tacking or after postponing her tack. In 
this case: — 

(i) the hailing yacht shall immediately tack 
and 
(ii) the hailed yacht shall keep clear. 
(iii) The onus of proving that she kept clear 
shall lie on the hailed yacht. 


Part IV, Sailing Rules When Yachts Meet 89 


Fig. 27, Close-hauled, Hailing for Room to Tack at Obstructions. 
B1, upon reaching shoal water, may hail for room to tack. 4A, if 
she elects to remain on her present tack, must give B room to tack 
at once, or must tack herself. In either case, B must tack as soon 
thereafter as possible, as shown in A2, B2. 
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3. LIMITATION ON RIGHT TO ROOM 

(a) If, however, the obstruction is a mark which 
the hailed yacht can fetch, the hailing yacht 
shall not be entitled to room to tack and 
the hailed yacht shall immediately so in- 
form the hailing yacht. 

(b) If thereafter the hailing yacht again hails for 
room to tack, she shall, after receiving it, 
withdraw immediately. 

(c) If, having refused to respond to a hail under 
rule 43.3(a), the hailed yacht fails to fetch, 
she shall withdraw immediately. 


Note particularly that if a leeward yacht or a yacht clear 
ahead hails a windward one about under this rule she must also 
tack immediately even before the hailed yacht has completed 
her tack (see Figure 27). It must also be emphasized that this 
right to hail for room to clear an obstruction does not apply if 
the obstruction is a mark which the hailed yacht can fetch (see 
Figure 28). In this case, the leeward yacht can hail for room 
to tack only if the yacht to windward is also unable to fetch the 
obstruction. If, however, the windward yacht, after refusing to 
tack or give room for the other to tack, is later unable to clear 
the mark without tacking, she is disqualified. 


Part IV, Sailing Rules When Yachts Meet 


Fig. 28, Close-hauled, Hailing for Room to Tack at Obstructions. 
Although B/ has right of way over AJ, she cannot hail A about in 
order to tack to clear the obstruction (in this case a buoy which 
is a mark of the course) because A can fetch without tacking. 
Had B been able to luff around the mark, A would have had 
to give her room, but since B is unable to do so, she must go 
under A’s stern as shown in B2 and A2. 
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If the obstruction is a right-of-way yacht the leeward yacht 
may hail for room to tack and the hailed yacht must give room 
even though she could have cleared the right-of-way yacht with- 
out tacking (see Figure 29). This is one of the most basic dif- 
ferences between the 1959 and 1961 rules. 

Note in 43.2(ii1) that in case of doubt it is up to the hailed 


yacht to prove she kept clear. 
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Fig. 29, Close-hauled, Hailing for Room to Tack at Obstructions. 
In this case A is the obstruction. B can hail C for room to tack 
even though C could have crossed A. 
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44—-Yachts Returning to Start 

1. A premature starter when returning to start, or 
a yacht working into position from the wrong side of 
the starting line or its extensions when the starting 
signal is made, shall, until she is wholly on the right 
side of the line or its extensions keep clear of all yachts 
which were on the right side of the line when the 
starting signal was made. 

2. A premature starter while continuing to sail the 
course and until it is obvious that she is returning to 
start, shall have the status under the rules of Part IV 
of a yacht which has started. 


This rule is one of the two times a starboard-tack yacht does 
not have right of way over port (the other being when sailing 
a downwind leg of the course, about to pass a mark, and over- 
lapped by an inside port-tack yacht). Keep in mind, however, 
that the boat which was over early at the start retains her rights 
until she starts to return and, due to the italicized note at the 
beginning of Section E, she is protected against being balked 
by the other yacht (Rule 34) even after she has started to return. 
If the yacht over early continues in the race without returning, 
she will be thrown out at the finish but retains her rights during 
the race (44.2). Figure 30 illustrates this rule. 
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Fig. 30, Yachts Returning to Start. Because Black is on the wrong 
side of the starting line at the start signal, she must while return- 
ing keep clear of the two White port-tack yachts which are on the 
correct side of the line. 
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45—Anchored Yacht 

1. A yacht under way shall keep clear of a yacht 
which is anchored or aground. Of two anchored yachts, 
the one which anchored later shall keep clear, except 
that a yacht which is dragging shall keep clear of one 
which is not. 

2. A yacht anchored or aground shall indicate the 
fact to any other yacht which may be in danger of foul- 
ing her. Unless the size of the yachts or the weather 
conditions make some other signal necessary, a hail is 
sufficient indication. 


This rule seems so clear that no comment is necessary. 

In Figure 31 the two most basic rules are illustrated. This 
figure covers most of the situations a yacht will encounter. 

Add to these the rules which govern at the start, at turning 
marks, and the rules governing luffing and you've got it made. 

Indicative of the fact that the right-of-way rules are quite 
simple after all is the fact that they can be summarized in 
just one page. (See page 98.) It is well to remember, however, 
that it is necessary to understand the fine points too, points 
which it is hoped this book has brought out. And remember 
also that one can be disqualified for failure to observe the rules 
in any section, not just those in Part IV. The complete text 
of the rules is printed, therefore, in Chapter Five. 


Fig. 31, Basic Rules. The two basic rules (port-tack yacht keep 
clear, and windward of two yachts on the same tack keep clear) 
are illustrated here. The right-of-way progression extends from 
1 to 8, with 1 having right of way over all yachts shown and 8 hav- 
ing to keep clear of all yachts. 1 to 4, being on the starboard tack, 
have right of way over 5 to 8 on the port tack. 1, being to leeward 
of 2, has right of way over 2, which by the same token, has right 
of way over 3 which has right of way over 4. 5, being to leeward of 
6, has right of way over 6 which, for the same reason, has right of 
way over 7 which in turn has right of way over 8. 
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A SUMMARY OF THE NEW RULES 


The new rules pertaining to right of way may be briefly 

summarized: 

1. Even when you have right of way, avoid collisions. 

2. Withdraw from a race if you have fouled. 

3. A right-of-way yacht must not balk or mislead or prevent the 
other yacht from keeping clear. 

. Hail before making an unforeseen alteration of course. 

. Port-tack yacht keep clear of starboard-tack yacht, except in 
two special situations, namely: (1) when she has an inside 


Oo > 


overlap at a mark on a downwind leg and (2) when the star- 

board-tack yacht is on the wrong side of the starting line at 

the start signal and returning. 

Windward yacht keep clear of leeward yacht. 

7. Yacht clear astern keep clear. 

. A leeward yacht may luff a windward yacht or yacht clear 
astern until the windward yacht can hail “Mast Abeam.” 
Thereafter she may not sail above her proper course. 

. A windward yacht may not bear off on a leeward yacht to 
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keep her from passing. 

10. Right-of-way yachts may alter course slowly before the start. 

11. Yachts tacking or jibing keep clear of yachts on a tack. If 
tacking or jibing simultaneously, the yacht to port keeps clear. 

12. An outside yacht must give room at turning marks and 
obstructions to overlapping yachts on the same tack and on 
a downwind leg to overlapping yachts on same or opposite 
tacks. 

13. A leeward yacht need not give room to any windward 
yacht on the same tack to cross the line to leeward of a start- 
ing mark. 

14, Yachts may hail for room to tack to clear an obstruction. 

15. Yachts returning from a premature start have no rights. 

16. Yachts under way keep clear of yachts at anchor. 


CSHEARP SIGE RI+F.O: UPR: 


HOW THE NEW RULES 
AFFECT TACTICS 


BeroreE launching into this chapter, even at the risk of figura- 
tively taking the wind out of my own sails, it must be admitted 
that the new rules do not revolutionize the tactics of yacht 
racing. ‘The sport remains pretty much the same and the win- 
ners go about their task much as they always have. There are, 
however, a few ways in which the new rules do affect tactics, 
some important, others relatively minor, but a full knowledge 
of all of these might make the difference between winning and 
losing. We will not review the over-all tactics of yacht racing, 
as that is a full story in itself which we have already discussed 
in the book entitled Sailing to Win.* 


* Published 1947 by Dodd, Mead and Company. 
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The tactics of starting are affected considerably by the anti- 
barging rule. We have already noted that it is no longer permis- 
sible to reach or run off for the windward end of the line and 
claim room to cross after the gun has fired. Furthermore, before 
the start, a leeward yacht is now allowed to luff a windward one 
into such a position that she could approach the line only by 
' reaching off for it, even though her intention had not been to 
barge. In consequence, the windward end of the line becomes 
a more dangerous one to cross on. The safer tactic would be to 
plan to cross on the leeward end or slightly to leeward of the 
windward end of the line. 

If the line is so laid that the leeward end is favored, it becomes 
a doubly attractive place to start. 

If the windward end does appear to be definitely best, how- 
ever, don’t be scared away from it. If it is best, and assuming 
that the first leg is to windward, our best bet would be to ap- 
proach the line hard on the wind and plan to cross very slightly 
to leeward of the windward end. Then, yachts to leeward will 
have difficulty sailing high enough to squeeze us out. And if 
there are some to windward we might be able to pinch up 
enough before the gun fires to brush them off at the buoy (see 
Figure 32). 
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Fig. 32. The two white yachts are getting safe starts. Black, 
though barging only slightly, approached from the wrong side of 
the danger line and cannot claim room at the mark. 
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If the first leg is a reach or run and you wish to cross at the 
windward end of the line, try approaching it on a closer reach 
than the course for the first mark. There will then be much 
less danger of being forced the wrong side of the buoy than if 
your approach had been the same as the course for the first 
mark. You will instead be safeguarded by the fact that at all 
times while making your approach you will be below the exten- 
sion of the danger line joining the windward end of the line 
and the first mark. What is more, due to the closer sailing angle 
to the wind, your yacht will be traveling at higher speed (see 
Figure 33). 

One factor in favor of choosing the windward end of the line 
should not be overlooked. For the very reason that it is more 
risky than heretofore, there are apt to be fewer boats at this 
end. Consequently, even if your yacht does not cross first of the 
windward group, if there are not many yachts at that end it may 
be a relatively simple matter to obtain a clear wind. Bear in 
mind, also, that the anti-barging rule does not prohibit barging. 
It merely states that if a yacht is barging it is not entitled to 
room at the mark. Now don’t get us wrong. We are not advo- 
cating a barging approach to the line. But if, for one reason or 
another, you do find yourself in such a position that you must 
barge a bit, there may be a hole for you to slip into without 
fouling anyone or taking unfair advantage. It is risky and hence 
not recommended as a general diet, but that does not mean that 
it cannot be done at times and possibly at great profit. It all 
depends on whether the possible gain warrants taking a risk 
which is much greater than under the old rules. It also depends 
on the size of the fleet. In a large fleet, it is almost certain that 
there will be no room for a barging yacht to find a hole to cross 
in. In a small fleet, there is a good chance that there will be. 
Even in barging only slightly, if there is no room to cross, your 
only recourse is to kill way or go about, crossing later on when 
there is room. And such a start puts two strikes against you at 
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Fig. 33. The leading White yacht is making both the safest and 
the best start. The second White yacht’s start is satisfactory but 
before the gun she ran the risk of being shoved above the danger 
line. Black is really in a hopeless position. She cannot claim room 
at the mark and is unable to bear off astern of the leading yacht 
without fouling the second White yacht. 
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the outset. So by all means don’t try barging unless you are 
forced into a spot where you have to do so. Once in such a spot, 
however, it might be possible to get away with a barging start 
instead of waiting until the other yachts have started. 

The new rules affect starting tactics in other ways. Under 
Rule 40 (Altering Course Before Starting) the leeward yachts 
gain greater rights than heretofore. Regardless of whether two 
yachts are sailing converging or approximately the same courses, 
as soon as an overlap has been gained, the leeward one has right 
of way and, after the windward yachts fall abaft of the “mast 
abeam”’ position, can even luff gradually. And remember also 
that after the start signal but before crossing the starting line a 
leeward yacht may luff up to her proper course even if the 
windward yacht is forward of the mast abeam position. Conse- 
quently, a skipper must pay more time than heretofore look- 
ing over his yacht’s lee quarter. We used to ignore this direction 
pretty much, but now it is vulnerable since all yachts approach- 
ing from this quadrant have right of way as soon as they have 
gained an overlap. 

At least one starting maneuver is made impractical by these 
new Rules. It was often possible to tack ahead of and to wind- 
ward of yachts approaching the line, killing your own way so 
as not to be early and blanketing them so that they would have 
trouble breaking through your lee and reaching the line on 
time. Under the old rules back in the 1940’s, if these yachts 
were sailing approximately your course, they had to keep clear. 
Hence, the leading yacht’s maneuver was a safe one. Since a 
leading yacht under the new rules has to keep clear as soon as 
the yachts overlap, this tactic has become too risky. If you do 
want to tack ahead of yachts approaching the line (an excellent 
way of getting good starts), tack on their lee bow, thus preserv- 
ing your right of way (see Figure 34). 
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Fig. 34. C has a well-timed start but A and B are spoiling it by 
tacking ahead of her and killing both her way and their own. The 
new rules, however, make this tactic too risky for B, since she must 
keep clear of C as soon as they are overlapping and hence may be 
forced over early. A, on the other hand, retains right of way and 
will probably take the start. 
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Timing of starts is affected by the fact that, unless otherwise 
provided in the instructions, the bow, not the mast, as was 
previously the case, is the point which determines when the 
yacht is crossing the line. Skippers who were used to the mast 
determinative will have to train themselves to get to the line a 
bit later. 

Rule 36, the Fundamental Rule, which gives the starboard 
tack yacht right of way at almost all times, changes tactics in 
several situations. Assume, for example, that you are on a dead 
run on the port tack and are being overtaken by a yacht on the 
starboard tack. Under the old rules, prior to 1947, there would 
be no need to jibe to retain your right of way. Under the new 
ones, however, you cannot defend your position properly, since 
the overtaking starboard tack yacht has right of way. It is recom- 
mended, therefore, that the safest tactic would be to jibe onto 
the starboard tack before the overtaking yacht got too near, 
thus preserving the freedom of action which comes from right 
of way. If you preferred not to jibe, your only other protection 
would come in sailing higher on the port tack, to get across the 
bow of the starboard tack yacht while there was still room to 
do so (see Figure 35). 
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Fig. 35. Black can gain right of way by jibing onto the starboard 
tack (course A). Otherwise she must keep clear of White by sailing 
across her bow (course B). 
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Another instance of this rule affecting tactics occurs after 
rounding a windward mark and squaring off on a run for the 
next one. If, on this course, you are apt to encounter yachts 
which were behind you and still approaching the windward 
mark hard on the wind, it is recommended that the starboard 
jibe be chosen wherever possible, even if it takes you a bit off 
your course or necessitates sailing by the lee. By doing so, you 
will retain your right of way over all close-hauled port tack 
yachts. When clear of these yachts, the starboard jibe will have 
served its usefulness and you could then jibe over and follow 
the direct course (see Figure 36). 

Imagine the above situation reversed. You are leading the 
fleet at the leeward mark and start up wind sailing in the 
proximity of starboard tack yachts still running for the mark. 
Other things being equal, it would be well to start out on the 
starboard tack in order to maintain right of way over any yachts 
you might encounter. 

In short, the advantages of being on the starboard tack are 
now sufficient to warrant choosing that tack more often than 
heretofore. This is especially true during the critical stages of 
the race when yachts are apt to be closely bunched such as at 
starts and rounding marks. 


How the New Rules Affect Tactics 109 


ge pa 
s 


é A \— To next mark 


Fig. 36. A exhibits sound tactics by remaining on the starboard 
tack till clear of C and D, and only then jibing over and heading 
for the next mark. B heads at once for the next mark on the port 
tack and therefore gets into considerable trouble trying to keep 
clear of C and D which have right of way over her. 
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Rule 42, regarding passing marks and obstructions, also has 
a real effect on tactics. Since it is no longer necessary for two 
yachts to be sailing the same or nearly the same course or even to 
be on the same tack at a downwind mark for the inside one to 
claim room at the mark, it is more desirable than ever to have 
the inside position at the turn. One can sail high of the course 
and approach the leeward mark much broader off than hereto- 
fore and still claim room. Not that such a course is recom- 
mended as a rule. Usually, it is slow going getting down to the 
mark, and yachts to leeward are apt to reach through your lee 
and round first. It does little good to insure that you are inside 
if there are no yachts still around to be inside of. There might 
be an occasion, however, when you wished to get high of the 
course in the latter stage of the leg (to get a new wind first or to 
luff up a competitor who was threatening to pass to windward, 
for example) and the new rule, by guaranteeing your rights for 
room at the mark on all yachts you overlap, makes this more 
feasible. 

Rule 38, the luffing rule, places limitations on a yacht’s de- 
fensive tactics on a dead run or broad reach. Under the old 
rule, which permitted the leeward yacht to maintain a course 
high of the mark even after she had lost luffing rights, it was 
possible to sail a windward yacht above the axis of the wind 
and then jibe over and beat her to the mark or finish (see 
Figure 37). Since the new rule specifies that the leeward yacht 
must return to her proper course as soon as she has lost luffing 
rights, she is less able to crowd a windward yacht off the course. 
This makes it even more practical than heretofore for yachts 
behind on leeward legs to attempt to pass to windward. 

Passing between two yachts was a dangerous tactic under the 
old rules, since such a yacht, when overtaking, had no rights, 
and could be given the old squeeze play by the two other yachts 
and would be disqualified if a collision occurred. Under new 


Fig. 37. Under the new rules, A must return to her proper course 
at stage A2, B2 and B will beat her around the mark. A cannot 
sail B high of the course after losing luffing rights. Hence the 
maneuver shown in stages Aa, Ba and Ab, Bb is no longer per- 
mitted, 
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Rule 38.5, a yacht in this position is given protection, since all 
windward yachts aft of the mast line of the yacht farthest to lee- 
ward must respond to the leeward yacht’s luff “even if an inter- 
vening yacht or yachts would not otherwise have the right to 
luff.” If the leeward yacht does not have luffing rights over the 
yacht farthest to windward, she cannot luff the intervening one 
either. So if you hanker to pass between two yachts go to it. 
What it will get you is questionable, as nine times out of ten 
you would probably have been better off sailing either to wind- 
ward or to leeward of both. But occasions will arise, particularly 
before the start, when it will seem expedient to sail between 
and at such times it is well worth knowing that this tactic can 
be employed with greater safety. 

The tactics of offense on a windward leg are expanded by 
the fact that a windward yacht is no longer permitted to bear 
off on one attempting to pass her to leeward, but instead must 
hold her proper course. 

Therefore, it is less risky than heretofore to tack to leeward 
of another yacht. This can again be called the “safe parallel 
position” —safe because if the windward yacht began to gain, 
the leeward one could slack sheets slightly and bear off just 
enough to gain added speed. Since the windward yacht is now 
prevented by the rules from following suit, the leeward one is 
reasonably sure of being able to keep her wind clear. 

The new rules permit tacking a bit closer in front of a com- 
petitor than was heretofore possible. Not as close, perhaps, as 
many yachtsmen believed when the rules were being given their 
first year of trial, but close enough to give the leading yacht a 
more effective defense than heretofore. Don’t overlook the fact 
that the port tack yacht or overtaking yacht need not begin 
to keep clear until the other yacht has filled away on her new 
tack. True, the starboard tack yacht, or overtaken yacht, does 
gain right of way as soon as she has reached a close-hauled course, 
but if the other one then takes immediate action to keep clear, 
but is unable to avoid collision, then the right of way yacht is at 
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fault for having tacked too close. This point has been brought 
out previously but is of sufficient importance to warrant repeat- 
ing. In spite of this limitation, the new rules do permit tacking 
closer than was possible before, and this right should be utilized 
whenever the occasion demands. 

There may be other minor ways in which the new rules affect 
tactics, but none that appear worth mentioning now. All of 
which is very much to the good. The purpose of the new rules 
was not to change yacht racing but instead to protect it by giving 
greater assurance that the best yacht would win and that all 
skippers could recognize their rights more readily in any given 
situation. There seems to be little doubt that this end has been 
realized and that yacht racing, which many of us know full 
well is the grandest sport on earth, has a set of rules which is 
worthy of it. 
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THE COMPLETE RACING RULES 


THE REALLY significant parts of the racing rules are Part I, 
Definitions, and Part IV, Sailing Rules When Yachts Meet, 
both of which we have been considering at length. There are, 
however, a number of other racing rules of which all skippers 
should have a general knowledge. The rules in their entirety 
are quoted here. 
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PAK T I 
DEFINITIONS 


When one of the terms defined in Part I is used in 
its defined sense in the definitions or rules, it ts 
printed in bold type. All definitions and italicized 
notes rank as rules. 


Racing—A yacht is racing from her preparatory signal 
until she has either finished and cleared the finishing line and 
finishing marks or withdrawn; or the race has been can- 
celled, postponed or abandoned. 

Starting—A yacht starts when, after her starting signal, 
any part of her hull or equipment, (unless otherwise pre- 
scribed in the sailing instructions) first crosses the starting 
line in the direction of the first mark. 

Finishing—A yacht finishes when any part of her hull or 
equipment (unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing in- 
structions) crosses the finishing line from the direction of 
the last mark. 

Luffing—Altering course towards the wind until head to 
wind. 

Tacking—A yacht is tacking from the moment she is be- 
yond head to wind until she has borne away, if beating to 
windward, to a close-hauled course; if not beating to wind- 
ward, to the course on which her mainsail has filled. 

Bearing Away—Altering course away from the wind until 
a yacht begins to jibe. 

Jibing—A yacht begins to jibe at the moment when, 
with the wind aft, the foot of her mainsail crosses her center 
line and completes the jibe when it has filled on the other 
tack. 

On a Tack—A yacht is on a tack except when she is tack- 
ing or jibing. A yacht is on the tack (starboard or port) cor- 
responding to her windward side. 

Close-hauled—A yacht is close-hauled when sailing by 
the wind as close as she can lie with advantage in working 
to windward. 

Leeward and Windward—The leeward side of a yacht is 
that on which she is, or, if luffing head to wind, was, carry- 
ing her mainsail. The other side is the windward side. 

When neither of two yachts on the same tack is clear 
astern the one on the leeward side of the other is the lee- 
ward yacht. The other is the windward yacht. 

Clear Astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap—A yacht is clear 
astern of another when her hull and equipment are aft of an 
imaginary line projected abeam from the aftermost point of 
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the other’s hull and equipment. The other yacht is clear 
ahead. The yachts overlap if neither is clear astern; or if, 
although one is clear astern, an intervening yacht overlaps 
both of them. The terms clear astern, clear ahead and over- 
lap apply to yachts on opposite tacks only when they are 
subject to rule 42.1—Giving Room at Marks and Obstruc- 
tions. 

Proper Course—A proper course is any course which a 
yacht might sail after the starting signal, in the absence of 
another yacht or yachts, to finish as quickly as possible. 
There is no proper course before the starting signal. 

Mark—A mark is any object specified in the sailing in- 
structions which a yacht must round or pass on a required 
side. 

Obstruction—An obstruction is any object, including craft 
under way, large enough to require a yacht if not less than 
one overall length away from it to make a substantial alter- 
ation of course to pass on one side or the other, or any ob- 
ject which can be passed on one side only, including a buoy 
when the yacht in question cannot safely pass between it 
and the shoal or object which it bounds. 

Cancellation—A cancelled race is one which cannot there- 
after be sailed. 

Postponement—A postponed race is one which is not 
started at its scheduled time and which can be sailed at any 
time the race committee may direct. 

Abandonment — An abandoned race is one which is 
stopped while it is in progress, and which can be re-sailed 
at the discretion of the race committee. 
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MANAGEMENT OF RACES 


The rules of Part II deal with the duties and 
responsibilities of the race commuttee in conducting 
a race and the meaning of signals made by 1t and 
of other actions taken by itt. 


1—General Authority of Race Committee and Judges 


1. All races shall be arranged, conducted and judged by a 
Race Committee under the direction of the sponsoring organiza- 
tion except as may be provided under rule 1.2. The Race Com- 
mittee may delegate the conduct of a race, the hearing and decid- 
ing of protests or any other of its responsibilities to one or more 
sub-committees which hereafter, if appointed, will be included in 
the term “Race Committee” wherever it is used. 

2. For a special regatta or series the sponsoring organization 
may provide for Judges to hear and decide protests, and to have 
supervision over the conduct of the races, in which case the Race 
Committee shall be subject to the direction of the Judges to the 
extent provided by the sponsoring organization. 

3. All yachts entered or racing shall be subject to the direc- 
tion and control of the Race Committee. 

4. The Race Committee may reject any entry without stating 
the reason and may refuse to recognize any class rule which 
conflicts with these rules. 

5. The Race Committee shall be governed by these rules, by 
the prescriptions of its national authority, by the sailing instruc- 
tions, by approved class rules and, when applicable, by the team 
racing rules of its national authority, and shall decide all ques- 
tions in accordance therewith. 


2—Notice of Race 
The notice of a race or regatta shall contain the following 
information :— 

(a) That the race or races will be sailed under the rules of 
the I.Y.R.U. and those of the national authority 
concerned. 

(6) Any special rules, subject to rule 3.1, which may vary 
or add to these rules or class rules. 

(c) The date and place of the regatta and the time of the 
start of the first race and, if possible, succeeding 
races. 

(d) The class or classes for which races will be given. 

(e) Amount of entrance fees. 

(f) The address to which entries should be sent and the 
date on which they close. 

(g) Particulars and number of prizes. 
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(h) Any conditions regarding the number of starters or 
competitors. 
(i) Time and place for receiving sailing instructions. 


3—The Sailing Instructions 


1. Status—These rules shall be supplemented by written 
sailing instructions which shall rank as rules and may alter a 
rule by specific reference to it, but except in accordance with 
rule 3.2(k) they shall not alter Parts I and IV of these rules. 


2. CoNTENTs—The sailing instructions shall contain the fol- 
lowing information: 

(a) That the race or races will be sailed under the rules of 
the I.Y.R.U. and those of the national authority 
concerned. 

(b) The course or courses to be sailed or from which the 
course or courses will be selected, describing all 
marks and stating the order in which and the side 
on which each is to be rounded or passed. 

(c) The course signals. 

(d) The classes to race and class signals, if any. 

(e) Time of start for each class. 

(f) Starting line and starting area, if used. 

(g) Finishing line and any special instructions for shorten- 
ing the course or for finishing a shortened course. 
(N.B.—Where possible the method of finishing a 
shortened course should not differ from that laid 
down for finishing the full course.) 

(h) Time limit, if any, for finishing the race. 

(i) Scoring system, if not previously announced in writing. 

The sailing instructions shall also cover such of the following 
matters as may be appropriate: 

(7) The date and place of the race or races. 

(k) If the race is to continue after sunset, the time or place, 
if any, at which the international Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea, or Government Right- 
of-Way Rules, shall replace the rules of Part IV, 
and the night signals the committee boat will 
display. 

(1) Any special rules, subject to rule 3.1, which may vary 
or add to these rules, or class rules, and any special 
signals. 

(m) Eligibility ; entry ; measurement certificate; declaration. 

(n) Names, numbers and ratings of the yachts entered. 

(o) Recall numbers, if used, of the yachts entered and any 
special method of recall. 

(p) Time allowances. 
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(q) Length of course or courses. 

(rv) Method by which competitors will be notified of any 
change of course. 

(s) Prizes. 

(¢) Any special time limit within which, and address at 
which, the declaration that all rules have been ob- 
served, if required, or written protest should be 
lodged, and the prescribed fee, if any, which must 
accompany the latter. 

(w) Time and place at which protests will be heard. 

(v) Whether races postponed or abandoned for the day 
will be re-sailed and, if so, when. 

(w) Disposition to be made of a yacht appearing at the start 
alone in her class. 


3. Distrisution—The sailing instructions shall be available 


to each yacht entitled to race. 


4. Cuances—The Race Committee may change the sailing 


instructions by notice, in writing if practicable, given to each 
yacht affected not later than the warning signal of her class. 


5. Ora Instructions shall not be given except in accord- 


ance with procedure specifically set out in the sailing instructions. 


4—Signals 
INTERNATIONAL CopE FLAG S1iGNALS—Unless otherwise 


prescribed in the sailing instructions :— 


“AP”—Answering Pennant, Postponement signal. 

When displayed alone over a class signal, means :—“The 
scheduled time of the start of the designated race is 
postponed 15 minutes.” 

(N.B. This postponement can be extended indefinitely in 
15-minute intervals by dipping and rehoisting the 
signal.) 

When displayed over 1 ball or shape over a class signal, 
means :— 

“The scheduled time of the start of the designated race 
is postponed 30 minutes.” 

(N.B. This postponement can be extended indefinitely by 
the addition of 1 ball or shape for every 15 minutes. ) 
When displayed over the letter “A” of the International 
Code and a class signal, means :— 

“The designated race is postponed to a later date.”” When 
any of the above signals are displayed without a class 
signal below, means :— 

“The whole sailing program is postponed in accordance 
with the signal made.” 
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“L”—When displayed means :— 
“Come within hail.” 
“M”’—Mark Signal. 
When displayed on a buoy, vessel, or other object, 
means :— 
“Round or pass the object displaying this signal instead 
of the mark which it replaces.” 
“N”—Cancellation Signal. 
When displayed alone, means :— 
“All races, including those in progress, are cancelled or 
abandoned.” 
When displayed over a class signal, means :— 
“The designated race is cancelled or abandoned.” 
“P”—Preparatory Signal. 
When displayed means :— 
“The class designated by the warning signal will start 
in 5 minutes exactly.” 
“R”—Reverse Course Signal. 
When displayed alone, means :— 
“Sail the course prescribed in the instructions in the 
reverse direction.” 
When displayed over a course signal, means :— 
“Sail the designated course in the reverse direction.” 
“S”—Shorten Course Signal. 
When displayed alone 
(a) at or near the starting line, means :— 

“All classes must sail the shortened course pre- 
scribed in the instructions.” 

(b) at or near the finishing line, means :— 

“All classes must finish the race at the pre- 
scribed finishing line at the end of the round 
still to be completed by the leading yacht, or 
in any other manner prescribed in the sailing 
instructions under rule 3.2(g).” 

(c) elsewhere, means :— 

“All classes must finish between the nearby 
mark and the committee boat.” 

When displayed over a class signal, as in (a), (b) or 

(c) above, means :-— 

“The above signals apply to the designated class only.” 
“Ist Repeater”—General Recall Signal. 

When displayed, means :— 

“The class is recalled for a fresh start as provided in the 

sailing instructions.” 


2. SIGNALING THE CoursE—If it is necessary to designate 
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the course, the Race Committee shall make the appropriate 
course signal before or with the warning signal. 


3. CHANGING THE CoursE—The course for a class which has 
not started may be changed :— 

(a) by displaying the appropriate postponement signal and 
indicating the new course before or with the warn- 
ing signal to be displayed after the lowering of the 
postponement signal ; or 

(b) by displaying or removing a course signal, or substi- 
tuting a different one before or with the warning 
signal. 

(N.B. The Race Committee should use method (a) when a 
change of course involves shifting the committee 
boat, or other starting mark, or requires a change 
of sails which cannot reasonably be completed within 
the 5-minute period before the making of the pre- 
paratory signal.) 

4. SIGNALS FOR STARTING A RACE 

(a) Unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing instructions, 
the signals for starting a race shall be made at 
5-minute intervals exactly, and shall be either :— 

(i) Warning Signal — Class flag broken out or dis- 
tinctive signal displayed. 
Preparatory Signal — Code flag ‘““P” broken out or 
distinctive signal displayed. 
Starting Signal — Both warning and prepara- 
tory signals lowered, or 
(ii) Warning Signal — White shape. 
Preparatory Signal — _ Blue shape. 
Starting Signal for — Red shape. 
first class to start 
In system (ii) each signal shall be lowered 30 sec- 
onds before the hoisting of the next, and in starting 
yachts by classes, the starting signal for each class 
shall be the preparatory signal for the next. 

(b) Although rule 4.4 (a) specifies 5-minute intervals be- 
tween signals, this does not interfere with the power 
of a race committee to start a series of races at any 
intervals which in its opinion seem desirable. 

(c) A warning signal shall not be given before its scheduled 
time, except with the consent of all yachts entitled 
to race. 

(d) Should an error be made in the timing of the interval 
between the warning and preparatory signals, and 
a general recall signal is not made, the Race Com- 
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mittee should ensure that the correct interval elapses 
between the original warning and the starting 


signals. 
5. FInisH1nc S1icNALS—Blue flag or shape. When displayed 
at the finish, means :—“The committee boat is on station at the 


finishing line.” 


6. OTHER SicGNALS—The sailing instructions shall designate 
any other special signals and shall explain their meaning. 

7. CALLING ATTENTION TO S1cGNALS—Whenever the Race 
Committee makes a signal, it shall call attention to its action as 
follows :— 

Two guns or two other sound signals when displaying the 
ist. Repeater, SAP i7IN: on « 

One gun or other sound signal when making any other 
signal. 

8. VisuaLt SIGNAL TO GovERN—Times shall be taken from 
the visual starting signals, and a failure or mistiming of a gun or 
other sound signal shall be disregarded. 


5—Cancelling, Postponing or Abandoning a Race 
and Shortening Course 

1. The Race Committee may cancel or postpone a race or 
shorten the course before the start for any reason and may 
abandon or cancel a race or shorten the course at any rounding 
mark after the start because of foul weather endangering the 
yachts, or, in the absence of a time limit, because of insufficient 
wind, or because a mark is missing or has shifted or for other 
reasons directly affecting safety or the fairness of the competition. 

2. After a postponement the ordinary starting signals pre- 
scribed in rule 4.4 (a) shall be used, and the postponement 
signal, if a general one, shall be hauled down before the first 
warning or course signal is made. 

3. All yachts concerned shall be notified by the Race Com- 


mittee of the date, time and place of a race postponed to a later 
date. 


6—Starting and Finishing Lines 
The starting and finishing lines shall be either :— 
(a) a line between a staff or mast carrying a distinguishing 


flag on the committee boat or station, and a mark; 
or 


(b) a line between two marks; or 

(c) the extension of a line through two stationary posts, 
with or without a mark at or near its outer limit, 
inside which the yachts must pass. 
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For types (a) and (c) of starting or finishing lines the sailing 
instructions may also provide a mark at or near the inner end of 
the line, in which case yachts must pass between it and the outer 
mark, 

7—Start of a Race 

1. Starting ArEA—The sailing instructions may define a 
starting area which may be bounded by buoys. If so, they do 
not rank as marks. 

2. TIMING THE START—The start of a yacht shall be timed 
from her starting signal. 


8—Recalls 


1. Yachts’ sail numbers shall be used as recall numbers ex- 
cept that the Race Committee may instead allot a suitable recall 
number to each yacht, in which case see rule 3.2(0). 

2. (a) If any part of a yacht’s hull or equipment (unless 
otherwise prescribed in the sailing instructions) is 
over the starting line or its extensions when her 
starting signal is made, her recall number shall be 
displayed as soon as possible, and a suitable sound 
signal also given. 

(b) If such recall numbers are not being used, the sailing 
instructions shall clearly specify how a yacht start- 
ing prematurely will be notified of her premature 
start. 

(c) In the event of there being a number of unidentified 
premature starters, or an error in starting pro- 
cedure, the Race Committee may make a general 
recall signal, which shall be the hoisting of the First 
Repeater of the International Code and a suitable 
sound signal given twice. Unless otherwise pre- 
scribed in the sailing instructions a fresh warning 
and preparatory signal shall be given. Rule infringe- 
ments before the preparatory signal for the new 
start shall be disregarded. 

3. As soon as a recalled yacht has wholly returned to the 
right side of the starting line or its extensions, the Race Com- 
mittee shall so inform her by removing her recall number if 
displayed, or, if not, by hail if practicable. 


9—Marks 


1. Marx MissinG 
(a) If a starting, rounding or finishing mark is missing or 
has shifted, the Race Committee shall, if practicable, 
replace it in its stated position, or substitute a new 
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one or a buoy or vessel displaying the letter “M” of 
the International Code—the mark signal. 

(b) I£ it is impossible to replace the mark or substitute a 
new one in time for the yachts to round or pass 
it, the Race Committee may cancel, postpone or 
abandon the race. 

2. Mark UNSEEN—When races are sailed in fog or at night, 
dead reckoning alone should not necessarily be accepted as 
evidence that a mark has been rounded or passed. 


10—Finishing 
Unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing instructions, in 
races where there is a time limit, one yacht finishing within 
the prescribed limit makes the race valid for all other yachts in 
that race. 


11—Dead Heat 


In the case of a dead heat, either actual or on corrected times, 
the points for the place for which the yachts have tied and for 
the place immediately below shall be added together and divided 
equally. If the prize is a cup or other trophy which cannot be 
divided, the race shall, if practicable, be re-sailed by the yachts 
having made the dead heat; if not, the winner of the prize shall 
be decided by the spin of a coin or by mutual agreement. 


12—Yacht Unduly Prejudiced 
If the Race Committee decides that the finishing position of 
a yacht, through no fault of her own, has been materially preju- 
diced by rendering assistance or by being disabled by another 
yacht which should have kept clear, it may order the race to be 
re-sailed or make such other arrangement as it deems proper. 


13—Re-Sailed Races 
When a race is to be re-sailed :— 


1. All yachts entered in the original race shall be eligible to 
sail in the re-sailed race. 

2. Subject to the entry requirements of the original race, and 
at the discretion of the race committee, new entries may be 
accepted. 

3. Rule infringements in the original race shall be disre- 
garded. 

4. The Race Committee shall advise the yachts concerned of 
the date, time and place of the re-sailed race. 
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14—Award of Prizes 


Before awarding the prizes the Race Committee shall be sat- 
isfied that all prize-winning yachts have complied with the racing 
rules and the sailing instructions. It is recommended that the 
sailing instructions require the member in charge of a yacht 
which has won a prize to submit within a stated time after the 
conclusion of the race, regatta or cruise a signed declaration to 
the effect that “all the rules and sailing instructions were obeyed 
in the race (or races) on (date or dates of race or races in 
which his yacht won a prize).” 


Numbers 15, 16 and 17 have not been used intentionally. 


ww 


PART IIil 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 


A yacht intending to race shall, to avoid subse- 
quent disqualification, comply with the rules of 
Part III before her preparatory signal. 


18—Entries 


Entries shall be made as required by the notice of the race or 
by. the instructions. 


19—Measurement Certificates 


Every yacht entering a race shall hold such valid measure- 
ment or rating certificate as may be required by the national 
authority or other duly authorized body, by her class rules or 
by the sailing instructions. 


20—Ownership of Yachts 

1. Unless the entry conditions provide otherwise, only those 
yachts shall be eligible to compete which have been duly entered 
by and which are either owned by, or are on charter to, a yacht 
or sailing club recognized by a national authority, or a member 
or members thereof. 

2. Two or more yachts owned wholly or in part by the same 
body or person shall not compete in the same race without the 
previous consent of the Race Committee. 


21—Member on Board 


Every yacht shall have on board a member of a yacht or sail- 
ing club recognized by a national authority to be in charge of 
the yacht as owner or owner’s representative. 


21A—Crew 

1. NuMBER IN CrEw—Except as otherwise provided in class 
rules, the total crew of a yacht, including the skipper, shall not 
exceed: 2, for yachts with less than 100 square feet of sail area; 
3, for yachts with 100 or more, and less than 200, square feet 
of sail area; and for yachts with 200 or more square feet of sail 
area, 1 for every 250 square feet of sail area and fraction there- 
of plus 3. 

2. CounTING WoMEN aS Crew—Except as otherwise pro- 
vided in class rules, on yachts of more than 25 feet waterline 
length, women not taking any active part in handling the yacht 
do not count as crew. On smaller yachts, women count as crew. 


22—Shifting Ballast 


1, GENERAL REsTRICTIONS—Floorboards shall be kept down; 
bulkheads and doors left standing; ladders, stairways and water 
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tanks left in place; all cabin, galley and forecastle fixtures and 
fittings kept on board; all movable ballast shall be properly 
stowed under the floorboards or in lockers and no dead weight 
shall be shifted. 

2. SHIPPING, UNSHIPPING OR SHIFTING BALLAST; WATER. 
No ballast, whether moveable or fixed, shall be shipped, un- 
shipped or shifted, nor shall any water be taken in or discharged 
except for ordinary ship’s use, from 9 p.m. of the day before 
the race until the yacht is no longer racing, except that bilge 
water may be removed at any time. 


23—Anchors and Cables 


Unless otherwise prescribed by their class rules, all yachts 
shall carry on board an anchor or anchors and chain or warp 
of suitable size. 


24—Life Saving Equipment 

1. Unless otherwise prescribed by their class rules, all yachts, 
except those which have sufficient buoyancy to support the crew 
in case of accident, shall carry adequate life saving equipment 
for all persons on board, one item of which must be ready for 
immediate use. 

2. A yacht of 32 feet or more waterline length shall carry on 
deck at least two serviceable life buoys, to one of which, when 
racing in open water, a serviceable water light shall be attached 
both night and day. 


25—Sail Numbers, Letters and Emblems 
1. Every yacht of an international class recognized by the 
I.Y.R.U. shall carry on her mainsail :— 
(a) When racing in foreign waters a letter or letters show- 
ing her nationality, thus :— 


A Argentine F_ France 

AR United Arab G The Deutsche 
Republic Bundes Repub- 

B- Belgium lik and West 

BA Bahamas Berlin 

BL Brazil GE Greece 

BU Bulgaria GO Deutsche 

CY Ceylon Demokratischen 

CZ Czechoslovakia Republik 

D Denmark H_ Holland 

E_ Spain I Italy 


EC Ecuador J Japan 
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K_ United Kingdom PZ Poland 
KA Australia RC Cuba 
KB Bermuda RI Indonesia 
KC Canada RM Roumania 
KH Hong Kong S Sweden 
KK Kenya SA South 
KR Rhodesia and Africa 
Nyasaland SR Union of 
KS Singapore Socialist 
KZ New Zealand Soviet 
L_ Finland Republics 
M Hungary 2. Tunisia 
MA Morocco TH Thailand 
MD The Principality TK Turkey 
of Monaco U_ Uruguay 
MX Mexico US United 
N Norway States of 
OE Austria America 
P_ Portugal V_ Venezuela 
PH The Philippines x Chile 
PU Peru Y Yugoslavia 
Z Switzerland 


(b) A number, letter or emblem showing the class to which 
the yacht belongs. 
(c) Number of yacht :— 

A number to enable her to be distinguished. This num- 
ber shall be allotted to her by her own national 
authority. 

Assuming a five-point-five meter yacht belonging to the 
Argentine Republic to be allotted number 3 by the 
Argentine national authority, her sail shall be 
marked :— : 

fe) 


A3 


(d) The sail numbers, letters and emblems shall be placed 
on both sides of the mainsail, at approximately 
two-thirds of the height of the sail above the boom, 
so that the lowest number shows when the sail is 
fully reefed. Sail numbers, letters and emblems 
shall sharply contrast in color with the sail and shall 
be placed at different heights on the two sides of 
the sail, those on the starboard side being uppermost, 
to avoid confusion owing to translucency of the sail. 
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The sail numbers only shall be similarly placed on 
both sides of the spinnaker, but at approximately 
half height. 

(e) The following sizes for numbers and letters are pre- 
scribed :— 


Size of Numbers and Letters on Sails for the Several 
Classes Recognized by the I.Y.R.U. 


Minimum 


Minimum Width Hiaciness OF Minimum 
height of occupied by every portion space 
Class figure and each figure Of each between 
letters except figure or adjoining 
Figure 1 letter, and of figures 


line between 


Meters. Ins.| Meters. Ins. | Meters. Ins. | Meters. Ins. 


a Beare TH 6s (26) | 0.46 (8)}] 0.10 (4) | 0.15 (6) 
8 Peete ee eeee 0.50 (20) | 0.36 (14) 

plit 922 oe ar aie 0.46 (1g) | 0.30 (12)| 0.075 (3) | 0.10 (4) 
ada PEMe Net ere ciaye secs 

Oe Senda ate a ict oes 

ane: Rehaseaaite fess 0.38 (15) 0.25 (10) 0.075 (3) 0.10 (4) 


0.30 (12) 0.20 (8) 


14. St) Dinghy ccs 6 
Pott Dinghy. sade eis 
Cadet! Sains sieccacrnsis 


2(a). Other yachts shall comply with the rules of their na- 
tional authority or class in regard to the allotment, carrying and 
size of sail numbers, letters and emblems, which rules should, 
so far as they may be applicable, conform to the above require- 
ments. 

2(b). Unless otherwise authorized by the Race Committee a 
yacht not in one of the classes above shall carry her class num- 
ber, letter or emblem and her racing number on her mainsail 
and spinnaker, as provided above, except that the only size re- 
quirement shall be that the numbers, letters and emblems shall be 
not less than 12 inches in height for yachts under 15 feet water- 
line length, not less than 15 inches in height for yachts 15 feet 
to 32 feet waterline length, and not less than 18 inches in height 
for yachts over 32 feet waterline length. 


26—Forestays 


The forestay or forestays shall be fixed approximately in the 
center-line of the yacht. 
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27—Flags 

A yacht may display her private signal on the leech of her 
mainsail or from her mizzen mast head, and a wind indicator 
of a solid color or a feather. Other flags shall not be displayed 
except for signaling. 

28—Cruising Trim 

When the instructions provide that a race shall be sailed in 
cruising trim, the following additional restrictions shall apply: 

1. Crew—Only such paid hands, pilot excepted, shall be 
carried as live in the crew’s quarters of the yacht. 

2. EQuipmMENT—Davits, accommodation ladder and galley 
funnel, if part of the regular equipment, shall be kept on board. 
Other deck fittings and fixtures shall be kept in place. An equip- 
ment of anchors and cables suitable to the size of the yacht shall 
be kept on board. 

3. SMALL Boats CarrieD—Every yacht shall carry on deck 
or on davits, or in tow, a reasonably seaworthy non-collapsible 
boat with oars and oarlocks lashed in and of a length not less 
than the following: 

All yachts over 76 ft. l-w.l—a 14 ft. boat. 

All yachts over 55 ft. l.w.l. through 76 ft. l.w.l—a 12 ft. 


boat. 
All yachts over 31 ft. l-w.l. through 56 ft. Lw.l—a 7¥% ft. 
boat. 


Smaller yachts shall carry or tow such boat, if any, as the 
instructions or their Class Rules may require. 


Numbers 29 and 30 have not been used intentionally. 


Pak CLV 
SAILING RULES WHEN 
YACHTS MEET 


The rules of part IV apply to yachts intending to 
race in the same or different races, and replace the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions 
at Sea or Government Right-of-Way Rules from 
the time a yacht intending to race begins to sail 
about in the vicinity of the starting line until she 
has left the vicinity of the course. 


SECTION A—RULES WHICH ALWAYS APPLY 
31—Disqualification 

A yacht can be disqualified for infringing a rule of Part IV 
only when she does so while racing. Before or after racing 
(and irrespective of whether the yachts in question are subject 
to the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
or Government Right-of-Way Rules or the rules of Part IV) a 
yacht can be disqualified only for deliberately hindering a yacht 
which is racing. 


32—Avoiding Collisions 

Except for rule 38.1, Luffing After Starting, the rules of 
Part IV are framed to avoid collision. The yacht which by rule 
has to keep clear must always do so, and may be disqualified 
for an infringement of any of these rules, whether or not a 
collision results. The right-of-way yacht in all cases except 
where rule 38.1 applies shall try to avoid a collision. If rule 38.1 
applies she may collide with the other yacht. But whatever rule 
applies, if she makes no attempt to avoid a collision which re- 
sults in serious damage she may be disqualified as well as the 
other yacht. 


33—Withdrawing from Race 


As soon as a yacht, while racing, realizes that she has in- 
fringed a racing rule or a sailing instruction, she should with- 
draw immediately; but, if she persists in racing, other yachts 
shall continue to accord her such rights as she may have under 
these rules. 


34—Misleading or Balking 


1. When the yacht required to keep clear has to alter course 
to do so, the right-of-way yacht shall not so alter course as 
LO} 

(a) mislead or balk the former in the act of keeping clear ; 
or 
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(b) prevent her from keeping clear except to the extent 
permitted by rule 38.1, Luffing after Starting. 
2. A yacht is not misleading or balking another if she alters 
course by luffing or bearing away to conform to a change in the 
strength or direction of the wind. 


35—Hailing 
Except when luffing under rule 38.1, Luffing after Starting, a 
right-of-way yacht should hail before or when making an alter- 
ation of course which may not be foreseen by the other yacht. 


SECTION B—OPPOSITE TACK RULE 


36—Fundamental Rule 
A port-tack yacht shall keep clear of a starboard-tack yacht. 


SECTION C—SAME TACK RULES 


37—Fundamental Rules 

1. A windward yacht shall keep clear of a leeward yacht. 

2. A yacht clear astern shall keep clear of a yacht clear 
ahead. 

3. When a yacht clear astern establishes an overlap to lee- 
ward, she shall allow the windward yacht ample room and op- 
portunity to fulfill her newly-acquired obligation to keep clear. 
(See luffing limitations in rule 38.1, Luffing after Starting, and 
rule 40, Altering Course Before Starting.) 


38—Right-of-Way Yacht Luffing after Starting 


1. Lurrinc Ricuts anp Limitations—After a yacht has 
started and cleared the starting line, she may luff as she pleases 
to prevent a yacht on the same tack from passing her to wind- 
ward EXCEPT THAT: 

If at any time during the existence of an overlap the helms- 
man of the windward yacht (when sighting abeam from 
his normal station and sailing no higher than the leeward 
yacht) is abreast or forward of the mainmast of the lee- 
ward yacht, the leeward yacht thereafter may not sail 
above her proper course while that overlap continues to 
exist. 

2. OverLApP Limitations—For the purpose of this rule: an 
overlap does not begin or continue to exist unless the yachts are 
clearly within two overall lengths of the longer yacht; and an 
overlap which exists between two yachts when the leading yacht 
starts, or when one or both of them completes a tack or jibe, 
shall be regarded as beginning at that time. 


The Complete Racing Rules 133 


3. HaILinc To Stop oR PREVENT A Lurr—When there is 
doubt, the leeward yacht may assume that she has the right to 
luff unless the helmsman of the windward yacht has hailed 
“Mast Abeam’”’, or words to that effect. The leeward yacht 
must be governed by such hail, and, if she deems it improper, her 
only remedy is to protest. 

4, CuRTAILING A Lurr—The windward yacht shall not 
cause a luff to be curtailed because of her proximity to the lee- 
ward yacht unless an obstruction, a third yacht or other object 
restricts her ability to respond. 

5. Lurrinc Two or More Yacuts—A yacht shall not luff 
unless she has the right to luff all yachts which would be af- 
fected by her luff; in which case they shall all respond even if 
an intervening yacht or yachts would not otherwise have the 
right to luff. 


39—Bearing Away after Starting 
After a yacht has started and cleared the starting line, she 
shall not sail below her proper course when she is clearly within 
three of her overall lengths of a leeward yacht or of a yacht 
clear astern which is steering a course to pass to leeward. 


40—Right-of-Way Yacht Altering Course before Starting 

Until she has started and cleared the starting line, a right of 
way yacht, when altering course affects another yacht on the 
same tack, may alter course but only slowly, and a leeward 
yacht (except to assume her proper course if any) may luff 
only when the helmsman of the windward yacht (sighting 
abeam from his normal station) is abaft the mainmast of the 
leeward yacht. Rules 38.3, Hailing to Stop or Prevent a Luff, 
38.4, Curtailing a Luff, and 38.5, Luffing Two or More Yachts, 
also apply. 


SECTION D—CHANGING TACK RULES 


41—Tacking or Jibing 

1. A yacht while tacking or jibing shall keep clear of a yacht 
on a tack. 

2. When a yacht tacks or jibes into a position which will 
subsequently give her right-of-way, she shall do so far enough 
away from a yacht on a tack so that the latter need not begin 
to alter her course to keep clear until the tack or jibe is com- 
pleted and thereafter be able to keep clear. 

3. A yacht which tacks or jibes thereby assumes the onus of 
proving that she did not infringe rule 41.2. 

4. If two yachts are tacking or jibing at the same time the 
one on the other’s port side shall keep clear. 
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SECTION E—RULES OF EXCEPTION AND 
SPECIAL APPLICATION 
When a rule of this section applies it over-rides 


every rule of Part IV that precedes it except the 
rules of Section A—Rules Which Always Apply. 


42—Giving Room at Marks and Obstructions 
1. When yachts which are on the same tack and not subject 
to rule 42.2, the Anti-Barging rule, or which are on opposite 
tacks and are sailing after clearing the starting line on a down- 
wind leg of the course, are about to round or pass a mark on 
the required side or an obstruction on the same side: 

(a) The outside yacht shall give each yacht overlapping 
her on the inside room to round or pass it. 

(b) A yacht clear astern shall keep clear in anticipation of 
and during the rounding or passing maneuver, 
and shall not be entitled to room unless she estab- 
lishes an overlap :— 

(i) in time to enable the yacht or yachts outside her 

to give the required room; and 

(ii) before the yacht clear ahead alters her course in 
the act of rounding ; and 

(iii) in any event before the foremost point of the 
outside yacht next to her comes abreast of the 
mark or obstruction; 

except that if the yachts are passing a shoal or the 

shore, a yacht clear astern may intervene between it 

and the yacht clear ahead of her at any time that the 

latter can with reasonable safety approach it more 

closely. 

(c) A yacht clear ahead shall be under no obligation to 
give room before an overlap is established. The 
onus will lie upon the yacht which has been clear 
astern to prove that the overlap was established 
in proper time. 

(d) An outside leeward yacht with luffing rights may take 
an inside yacht to windward of a mark provided 
she also passes to windward of it. 

(e) Room to round or pass a mark includes room to tack 
or jibe if tacking or jibing is an integral part of 
the rounding or passing maneuver, but a yacht 
clear ahead cannot claim the right to tack under 
this rule: 

(i) if she is completing the rounding of a leeward 
mark and the next leg is a beat ; or 

(ii) if she is beating to windward and is about to tack 
around a mark. 
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In either case the yacht clear ahead in tacking is 
subject to rule 41, Tacking or Jibing. 
(f) No part of this rule applies when two close-hauled 
yachts meet on opposite tacks. 


2. On Same Tacx, ANnTI-BARGING RuULE—Exception to 
Rule 42.1(a). When approaching the starting line to start, a 
leeward yacht shall be under no obligation to give any wind- 
ward yacht room to pass on the required side of a starting 
mark surrounded by navigable water; but, after the starting 
signal, a leeward yacht shall not deprive a windward yacht 
of room at such mark either :— 

(a) by heading above the first mark; or 
(b) by luffing above close-hauled. 


43—Close-Hauled, Hailing for Room to Tack 
at Obstructions 


1. Hattinc—When safe pilotage requires a close-hauled 
yacht to make a substantial alteration of course to avoid an 
obstruction, she may, if she cannot tack without colliding with 
a close-hauled yacht on the same tack, hail the latter for room 
to tack. 


2. Responpinc—The hailed yacht shall either: 

(a) tack at the earliest possible moment after the hail, in 
which case the hailing yacht shall immediately tack, 
beginning before the hailed yacht has completed 
her tack; or 

(b) reply “You tack”, or words to that effect, if in her 
opinion she can keep clear without tacking or after 
postponing her tack. In this case :— 

(i) the hailing yacht shall immediately tack and 

(11) the hailed yacht shall keep clear. 

(iii) The onus of proving that she kept clear shall lie on 
the hailed yacht. 


3. LimITATION ON RIGHT TO Room 

(a) If, however, the obstruction is a mark which the 
hailed yacht can fetch, the hailing yacht shall not be 
entitled to room to tack and the hailed yacht shall 
immediately so inform the hailing yacht. 

(b) lf thereafter the hailing yacht again hails for room to 
tack, she shall, after receiving it, withdraw imme- 
diately. 

(c) If, having refused to respond to a hail under rule 
43.3(a), the hailed yacht fails to fetch, she shall 
withdraw immediately. 
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44—Yachts Returning to Start 

1. A premature starter when returning to start, or a yacht 
working into position from the wrong side of the starting line 
or its extensions when the starting signal is made, shall, until 
she is wholly on the right side of the line or its extensions keep 
clear of all yachts which were on the right side of the line when 
the starting signal was made. 

2. A premature starter while continuing to sail the course 
and until it is obvious that she is returning to start, shall have 
the status under the rules of Part IV of a yacht which has 
started. 


45—Anchored Yacht 

1. A yacht under way shall keep clear of a yacht which is 
anchored or aground. Of two anchored yachts, the one which 
anchored later shall keep clear, except that a yacht which is 
dragging shall keep clear of one which is not. 

2. A yacht anchored or aground shall indicate the fact to 
any other yacht which may be in danger of fouling her. Unless 
the size of the yachts or the weather conditions make some other 
signal necessary, a hail is sufficient indication. 


Numbers 46, 47 and 48 have not been used intentionally. 


PALE Laay, 
OTHER SAILING RULES 


A yacht is subject to the rules of Part V only while she is racing. 


49—Fair Sailing 
A yacht shall attempt to win a race only by fair sailing and 
superior speed and skill. However, a yacht may be disqualified 
under this rule only in the case of a clear-cut violation of the 
above principles and only if no other rule applies. 


50—Ranking as a Starter 


A yacht which sails about in the vicinity of the starting line 
after her preparatory signal shall be considered as racing and 
as having participated in the race even if she does not start. 


51—Sailing the Course 


1. (a) A yacht shall start and finish only as prescribed in 
the starting and finishing definitions even if the 
committee boat is anchored on the side of the start- 
ing or finishing mark opposite to that prescribed in 
the sailing instructions. 

(b) A yacht which crosses prematurely, or is on the wrong 
side of the starting line at the starting signal, shall 
return and start in accordance with the definition. 

2. A yacht shall sail the course in such manner as to round 

or pass each mark on its required side in correct sequence, and 
so that a string representing her wake from the time she starts 
until she finishes would, when drawn taut, lie on the required 
side of each mark. 


3. A mark has a required side for a yacht as long as she is 
on a leg which it begins, bounds or ends. A starting mark does 
not begin to have a required side for a yacht until she starts. 
A finishing mark ceases to have a required side for a yacht as 
soon as she finishes. 

4. A yacht which passes a mark on the wrong side may cor- 


rect her error by making her course conform to the requirements 
of rule 51.2. 


5. It is not necessary for a yacht to pass across the finishing 
line completely. She may drop behind it after finishing. 


6. Inthe absence of the Race Committee, a yacht shall take her 
own time when she finishes, and report the time taken to the 
Race Committee as soon as possible. If there is no longer an 
established finishing line, the finishing line shall be a line extend- 
ing from the required side of the finishing mark, at right angles 
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to the last leg of the course, and 100 yards long or as much 
longer as may be necessary to insure adequate depth of water in 
crossing it. 

52—Touching a Mark 


1. If a yacht, while racing, touches a mark which begins, 
bounds or ends the leg of the course on which she is sailing 
(including a starting mark before she starts and a finishing 
mark after she finishes), she shall forthwith withdraw from the 
race unless she claims she was wrongfully forced to touch it by 
another yacht, in which case she shall protest. 


2. For the purpose of this rule, every ordinary part of a 
mark counts as part of it, including a flag, flagpole, boom or 
hoisted boat. But ground tackle, or any object accidentally or 
temporarily attached to a mark, does not count as part of it. 

53—Fog Signals and Lights 

All yachts shall observe the International Regulations for 


Preventing Collisions at Sea or Government Rules for fog signals 
and, as a minimum, the carrying of lights at night. 
54—Setting and Sheeting Sails 

1. Cuancine Saits. Light or storm sails may be set over, 
under, or in place of working sails, and a replacing sail may be 
fully set and trimmed before the sail it replaces is taken in, 
except that only one mainsail and one spinnaker shall be carried 
set and broken out. 

2. SHEETING SAILS TO Spars. Any sail may be sheeted to or 
led above a boom regularly used for a working sail and per- 
manently attached to the mast to which the head of the sail is 
set, unless prohibited by class rules, but no sails shall be sheeted 
over or through outriggers. An outrigger is any fitting so 
placed, other than as permitted in the first sentence of rule 54.2, 
that it could exert outward pressure on a sheet at a point from 
which, with the yacht upright, a vertical line would fall outside 
the hull or deck planking at that point, or outside such other 
position as class rules prescribe. For the purpose of this rule, 
bulwarks, rails and rubbing strakes are not part of the hull or 
deck planking. A boom of a boomed foresail which requires no 
adjustment when tacking is not an outrigger. 

3. SPINNAKER, SPINNAKER Poe. A spinnaker shall not be 
set without a pole. The tack of a spinnaker when set and drawing 
shall be in close proximity to the outboard end of a spinnaker 
pole. Any headsail may be attached to a spinnaker pole provided 
a spinnaker is not set. A sail tacked down abaft the foremost mast 
is not a headsail. Only one spinnaker pole shall be used at a 
time and when in use shall be carried only on the side of the 
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foremost mast opposite to the main pole and shall be fixed to 
the mast. Rule 54.3 shall not apply when shifting a spinnaker 
pole or sail attached thereto. 


55—Owner Steering another Yacht 


An owner shall not steer any yacht other than his own in a 
race wherein his own yacht competes, without the previous 
consent of the Race Committee. 


55A—Paid Hand Steering 


A paid hand shall not steer a yacht of less than 32 feet water- 
line length. 


56—Boarding 


Unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing instructions, no per- 
son shall board a yacht which is racing, except to attend an in- 
jured or ill member of the crew or temporarily as one of the 
crew of a vessel fouled. 


57—Leaving, Man Overboard 

Unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing instructions, no per- 
son on board a yacht when her preparatory signal was made shall 
leave while she is racing, unless injured or ill, except that any 
member of the crew may fall overboard or leave her to swim, 
stand on the bottom as a means of anchoring, haul her out 
ashore to effect repairs, reef sails or bail out, or help her to get 
clear after grounding or fouling another vessel or object, pro- 
vided that this person is back on board before the yacht con- 
tinues in the race. 


58—Rendering Assistance 


All yachts shall render every possible assistance to any vessel 
or person in peril, when in a position to do so. 


59—Outside Assistance 


Except as permitted by rules 56, 58 and 64 a yacht shall not 
receive outside assistance nor use any gear other than that on 
board when her preparatory signal was made. 


60—Means of Propulsion 


Except for the purpose of rule 58 or for the purpose of re- 
covering a man who has accidentally fallen overboard, a yacht 
shall not use any means of propulsion other than the natural 
action of the wind on the sails and water on the hull, nor check 
way by abnormal means. An oar, paddle or other object may be 
used in emergency for steering. An anchor may be sent out in a 
boat only as permitted by rule 64. 
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61—Sounding 


Any means of sounding may be used provided rule 60 is not 
infringed. 


62—Manual Power 


A yacht shall use only manual power except that a power winch 
or windlass may be used in weighing anchor or in getting clear 
after running aground or fouling any object. 


63—Anchoring and Making Fast 


1. A yacht may anchor while racing. Means of anchoring 
may include the crew standing on the bottom and any weight 
lowered to the bottom. A yacht shall make every effort to recover 
any anchor or weight used, and any chain or warp attached to it, 
before continuing in the race. 

2. No yacht shall make fast or be made fast by means other 
than anchoring, or be hauled out, except for the purposes of rule 
64 or to effect repairs, reef sails or bail out. 


64—Aground or Foul of an Obstruction 


A yacht, after grounding or fouling another vessel or obstruc- 
tion, is subject to rule 62 and may, in getting clear, use her own 
anchors, boats, warps, spars and other gear; may send out an 
anchor in a boat; may be refloated by her crew going overboard 
either to stand on the bottom or to go ashore to push off; but 
may receive outside assistance only from the crew of the vessel 
fouled. A yacht shall recover all her own gear used in getting 
clear before continuing in the race. 


Numbers 65, 66 and 67 have not been used intentionally. 


Pee Vek 
PROTESTS, DISQUALIFICATIONS 
AND APPEALS 


68—Protests 


1. A protest can be made by any yacht against another or 
against the Race Committee. 


2. In the event of a protest occurring between yachts com- 
peting in separate races sponsored by different clubs, the case 
shall be heard by a combined committee of both clubs. 


3. (a) A protest on an infringement of the rules or sailing 
instructions occurring during a race shall be signi- 
fied by showing a flag (Code flag “B” is always 
acceptable) conspicuously in the rigging of the 
protesting yacht at the first reasonable opportunity 
and keeping it flying until the finish of the race or, 
if the first reasonable opportunity occurs after fin- 
ishing, until acknowledged by the Race Committee, 
unless the yacht has no knowledge of the facts justi- 
fying the protest until after the finish of the race. 
Provided that, in the case of a yacht sailed single- 
handed, it shall be sufficient if the flag (whether 
displayed in the rigging or not) is brought to the 
notice of the yacht protested against as soon as 
possible after the incident and to the Race Com- 
mittee when the protesting yacht finishes. 

(b) A protesting yacht shall try to inform the yacht pro- 

tested against that a protest will be lodged. 

(c) Such a protest shall be in writing and should state :— 
(i) The date, time and whereabouts of the incident. 
(ii) The particular rule or rules or sailing instructions 

alleged to have been broken or infringed. 

(iii) A statement of the facts. 

(iv) Unless irrelevant, a diagram of the incident. 

It shall be signed by the owner or his representative and, 
unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing instruc- 
tions, shall be delivered, or if that is impossible, 
mailed to the Race Committee within two hours of 
the finish of the protesting yacht, or should she not 
finish, within two hours of her arrival in port, or 
within such special time limit and with such fee, 
if any, as may have been prescribed in the sailing 
instructions under rule 3.2 (¢). But the Race 
Committee shall have power to extend this time 
should it have reason to do so. 


14] 


142 The New Yacht Racing Rules 


4. (a) A protest that a measurement, scantling or flotation 
rule has been infringed during a race, or that a 
classification or rating certificate is for any reason 
invalid, shall be lodged with the Race Committee 
not later than 6 p.m. of the day following the race. 
The Race Committee shall send a copy of the pro- 
test to the yacht protested against and, should there 
appear to be reasonable grounds for the protest, it 
shall refer the question to the authority qualified 
to decide such questions. 

(b) The Race Committee, in making its decision, shall be 
governed by the determination of such authority. 
Copies of such decision shall be sent to all yachts 
involved. 

5. (a) A yacht, if her chances of winning a prize have been 
prejudiced by the action of the Race Committee, 
may direct the attention of the Race Committee to 
an alleged infringement of a racing rule or of a 
sailing instruction by lodging a protest with the 
Race Committee at the conclusion of the race. 

(b) If the Race Committee decides that such infringement 
occurred, and that the result of the race was altered 
thereby, it shall cancel the race, or order it to be 
re-sailed, or make such other arrangements as it 
deems proper, subject to appeal to the national au- 
thority by all parties. 

6. A protest made in writing shall not be withdrawn, but 

shall be decided by the Race Committee. 


69—Refusal of a Protest 


1. If the Race Committee decides that a protest does not 
conform to the requirements of rule 68, it shall inform the pro- 
testing yacht that her protest will not be heard and of the reasons 
for such decision. 


2. Such a decision shall not be reached without giving the 
protesting yacht an opportunity of bringing evidence that the 
requirements of rule 68 were complied with. 

70—Hearings 

1. If the Race Committee decides that a protest conforms to 
all the requirements of rule 68, it shall call a hearing as soon as 
possible. The protest, or a copy of it, shall be made available to 
all yachts involved, and each shall be notified, in writing if 
practicable, of the time and place set for the hearing. A reasonable 
time shall be allowed for the preparation of defense. At the 
hearing, the Race Committee shall take the evidence presented 
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by the parties to the protest and such other evidence as it may 
consider necessary. The parties to the protest, or a representative 
of each, shall have the right to be present, but all others, except 
one witness at a time while testifying, may be excluded. If a 
yacht, other than one named in the protest, is involved, such 
yachts shall be entitled to all the privileges of yachts originally 
named. 

2. Failure on the part of any of the interested parties or a 
representative to make an effort to attend the hearing of the 
protest may justify the Race Committee in dismissing the case, 
or in deciding the protest as it thinks fit. 


71—Decisions 
The Race Committee shall make its decision promptly after 
the hearing. Each decision shall be communicated to all parties 
involved, in writing if required by them, and shall state fully 
the facts and grounds on which it is based and specify the rule 
or rules, if any, infringed. The findings of the Race Committee 
as to the facts involved shall be final. 


72—Disqualification after Protest 


1. If the Race Committee or any appeal authority decides 

after a protest and the hearing thereon :— 
(a) that a yacht has infringed any of these rules or the 
sailing instructions, or 
(b) that if in consequence of her neglect of any of these 
rules or the sailing instructions she has compelled 
other yachts to foul, 
she shall be disqualified unless the sailing instructions applicable 
to that race provide some other penalty. Such disqualification 
or other penalty shall be imposed, irrespective of whether the 
rule or sailing instruction which led to the disqualification or 
penalty was mentioned in the protest, e.g. the protesting yacht 
or a third yacht might be disqualified and the protested yacht 
absolved. 

2. A withdrawal after an infringement of any rule or sailing 
instruction shall not count as a disqualification. This penalty 
can only be imposed by a Race Committee in accordance with 
rules 72 and 73. 

3. Ifa yacht is disqualified or withdraws, the next in order 
shall be awarded her place. 

4, The owner of a yacht which infringes any rule shall pay all 
damages caused thereby. 


73—Disqualification without Protest 
1. If a yacht fails to cross the starting or finishing line in 
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accordance with these rules and the sailing instructions, the 
Race Committee may disqualify her without protest or hearing, 
such disqualification to take effect after the conclusion of the 
race. A yacht so penalized shall be informed of the action taken 
either by letter or by notation on the racing results. Except as 
provided in this rule, a yacht shall not be penalized without a 
hearing. 


2. Should the Race Committee :— 

(a) see an apparent infringement by an yacht of these rules 
or her sailing instructions (except as provided in 
rule 73.1), or 

(6) receive a report not later than the same day alleging 
such an infringement from a witness who was not 
competing in the race, or who was not otherwise an 
interested party, or 

(c) have reasonable grounds for supposing from the evi- 
dence at the hearing of a protest, that any yacht may 
have committed such an infringement, 

it may notify such yacht thereof in writing delivered or mailed 
not later than one day after :— 

(1) the finish of the race, or 

(ii) the receipt of the report, or 

(iii) the hearing of the protest. 
Such notice shall contain a statement of the pertinent facts and 
of the particular rule or rules or sailing instructions believed to 
have been infringed, and the Race Committee shall act thereon 
in the same manner as if it had been a protest made by a 
competitor. 


74—Penalties for Gross Breach of Rules 


1. Ifa gross breach or infringement of any of these rules is 
proved against the owner of a yacht, or against the owner’s 
representative, or helmsman or sailing master, such owner, his 
representative, or helmsman or sailing master, may be disquali- 
fied by the national authority, for any time that authority may 
think fit, from steering or sailing in charge of a yacht in any 
race held under the jurisdiction of that authority. 

2. Notice of any penalty adjudged under this rule shall be 
communicated to the 1.Y.R.U. which shall inform all national 
authorities. 


75—Persons Interested not to take part in Decision 

No member of the Race Committee or national authority shall 
take part in the discussion or decision upon any disputed question 
in which he is an interested party, but this does not preclude 
him from giving evidence in such a case. 
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76—Expenses Incurred by Protest 


The fees and expenses entailed by a protest on measurement ot 
classification shall be paid by the unsuccessful party. 


77—Appeals 

1. Limitations on RicHt To AppEAL—Appeals involving 
solely the interpretation of the Racing Rules may be taken to 
the Appeals Committee of the Union for final determination: 

a. if the Club is a member of the Union but is not a member 
of a local association or district belonging to the Union, 
by an owner or his representative from a decision of the 
Race Committee with its written consent; 

b. if the Club is a member of a local association or district 
belonging to the Union, by an owner or his representative 
or by the Race Committee from a decision of the local 
association or district with its written consent. 

Such consent shall be given only when reasonable doubt exists 
as to the soundness of an interpretation of the Racing Rules. 

2. PREPARATION OF APPEAL PApeRS—AIl appeals shall be in 
writing and shall set forth the grounds of the appeal and be 
signed by the appellant. They shall be filed with the Secretary 
of the Union by the body consenting to the appeal within thirty 
days after the rendering of the decision appealed from, together 
with— 

(a) the written consent to the appeal signed by the body 
consenting thereto ; 

(b) acopy of the instructions ; 

(c) acopy of the protest ; 

(d) the names of the yachts represented at the hearing, and 
of any yacht duly notified of the hearing, but not 
represented ; 

(e) acopy of the decision of the Race Committee containing 
a full statement of the facts found by it; 

(f) an official diagram prepared by the Race Committee in 
accordance with the facts found by it and signed by 
it and showing, (7) the course to the next Mark or, 
if close by, the Mark itself and its required side, 
(ii) the direction and velocity of the wind, (iii) 
the set of the current, if any, and (iv) the position 
or positions and tracks of the yachts involved; 

(g) a copy of the decision, if any, of the local association 
or district. 

An appeal may not be submitted to the Appeals Committee if 
the appeal papers fail to conform to all of the above requirements. 
The attention of the body consenting to the appeal shall be 
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directed to any such failure, and a reasonable time shall be 
allowed for correction. 

3. DrEctsion oF APPEALS ComMMITTEE—Decisions of the 
Appeals Committee shall be in writing and the grounds of each 
decision shall be specified therein. Each decision shall be filed 
with the Secretary of the Union, who shall send copies thereof 
to all parties to the infringement and appeal. 


APPENDIX I 


Amateur 


1. For the purpose of international yacht races in which 
yachts entering are required to have one or more amateurs on 
board, and in other races with similar requirements unless 
otherwise prescribed by the national authority, an amateur is a 
yachtsman who engages in yacht racing as a pastime as dis- 
tinguished from a means of obtaining a livelihood. Acceptance 
at any time of any profitable benefit as remuneration or induce- 
ment for participation in yacht racing is inconsistent with ama- 
teur status. 


2. Any yachtsman whose amateur status is questioned or is 
in doubt, may apply to the national authority of the country of 
his residence for recognition of his amateur status. Any such 
applicant may be required to provide such particulars and evi- 
dence and to pay such fee as the national authority may pre- 
scribe. Recognition may be suspended or cancelled by the 
national authority by which it was granted. 

3. The permanent committee of the International Yacht Rac- 
ing Union, or any tribunal nominated by the chairman of that 
committee, may review the decision of any authority as to the 
amateur status of a yachtsman for the purpose of competing in 
international races. 
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APPENDIX II 


INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR 
PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT SEA 


or 
GOVERNMENT RIGHT-OF-WAY RULES 
Summarized 


Only I.Y.R.U. racing rules 36 and 37 are comparable with 
rules 17 and 24 of the “Steering and Sailing Rules” of the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, or 
Government Right-of-Way Rules, for sailing vessels which, by 
providing in rule 21 that the right-of-way vessel “shall keep 
her course and speed”, avoid the necessity for having rules 
comparable with the other racing rules contained in Part IV of 
the I-Y.R.U} code: 

Rules 17 and 24 may be stated as follows: 

When two sailing vessels (a vessel propelled by both power 
and sail does not rank as a “sailing vessel”; and, consequently, 
must keep clear of all sailing vessels) are approaching each other 
so as to involve risk of collision, one of them shail keep out of 
the way of the other as follows :— 

OVERTAKING VESSEL KEEP CLEAR—A vessel “coming up with 
another vessel from any direction more than two points abaft 
her beam” is overtaking, and continues as such until the vessels 
are clear. When there is doubt, a vessel shall be presumed to be 
overtaking. 

WHEN NEITHER VESSEL IS OVERTAKING— 

(1) if the vessels are on the same tack, the windward vessel 

shall keep clear ; 

(ii) if the vessels are on opposite tacks— 

(a) if one is close-hauled and the other running free, the 
vessel running free shall keep clear ; 

(b) if both are close-hauled, the port-tack vessel shall 
keep clear ; 

(c) if both are running free, the port-tack vessel shall 
keep clear, except that a starboard-tack vessel that 
is running with “the wind aft” shall keep clear 
of a port-tack vessel that is not. 

(N.B. This exception clause does not apply on 
the Great Lakes. 
In the case of the Governor Ames (U.S.A. 187 
Federal Reports 40), it was held that a vessel 
has “‘the wind aft” when running not more than 
2% points from directly before the true wind. ) 


The above is a summary. See the complete text. 
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APPENDIX III 
INTERNATIONAL YACHT RACING UNION RULES 
BEFORE CHANGES PRESCRIBED BY THE 
N.A.Y.R.U. 
8—Recalls 

1. Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or 
in the sailing instructions, the race committee shall allot a recall 
number to each yacht. When practicable, yachts’ sail numbers 
should be used as recall numbers, otherwise the race committee 
shall allot a suitable recall number to each yacht, in which case 
see rule 3.2 (0). 

18—Entries 

Unless otherwise prescribed either by the national authority 
or by the race committee in the notice or in the sailing instruc- 
tions, entries shall be made in the following form :— 


FORM OF ENTRY 
To be signed by the Owner or his Representative 


PACTS GUISINUG LOG US 05's Poiras Os Ges voles bs css ts fees 
HGTASOU TMMNUETUS. Joncas elem: si 3 EC Tad ULES eee tha, S75, wintiny «ah 
PeReRe HG ISIPRILET NICLUSS fogs cola ceo eRe k Giks sax. tct 4:8 18 Anas Une (saas\® Be 
CRO ta LOLI OT CLAS SAS 205; oink e.)a hataseean's Gales Malnvinc Losin’ Ward dedyase 

I agree to be bound by the rules of the I1.Y.R.U., by those of 
the national authority under which this race is sailed and by the 
sailing instructions. 


EMC OMNES HEC 3 SR ois sities sc ase» 3 CAYO Paes oe ae tee eo ote 


USL ceeks aici Vel Sean elefstolarsisiesaks,ataceusho piv d ays syateya¥ene 
Entrance fee enclosed 
27—F lags 
Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority, every 
yacht shall carry, at or near her mainmast or topmast head, a 
rectangular distinguishing flag of suitable size, which must not 
be hauled down unless she retires from the race. 


62—Manual Power 
A yacht shall use only manual power except that if so pre- 
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scribed by the national authority or the sailing instructions a 
power winch or windlass may be used in weighing anchor or 
in getting clear after running aground or fouling any object. 


72—Disqualification after Protest 


4. The question of damages arising from any infringements 
of these rules shall be governed by the special rules, if any, pre- 
scribed by the national authority. 


77—A ppeals 

1. Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority 
which has recognized the sponsoring organization concerned, an 
appeal against the decision of a race committee shall be governed 
by rules 77 and 78. 

2. Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or 
in the sailing instructions, a protest which has been decided by a 
race committee shall be referred to the national authority within 
such period, after the receipt of the race committee’s decision, 
as the national authority may decide :-— 

(a) Should the race committee at its own instance, think 
proper to do so. 

(6) Should any of the parties involved in the protest make 
application for such reference, on a question of in- 
terpretation of these rules. 

This reference shall be accompanied by such deposit as the 
national authority may prescribe, payable by the appellant to be 
forfeited to the funds of the national authority in the event of 
the appeal not being upheld. 

3. The national authority shall have power to uphold or re- 
verse the decision of the race committee, and if it is of opinion, 
from the facts found by the race committee, that a yacht in- 
volved in a protest has infringed an applicable rule, it shall dis- 
qualify her, irrespective of whether the rule or sailing instruction 
which led to such disqualification was mentioned in the protest. 

4, The decision of the national authority, which shall be final, 
shall be communicated in writing to all interested parties. 


5. In the Olympic Games and such other international re- 
gattas as may be specifically approved by the I.Y.R.U. the de- 
cisions of the race committee or judges shall be final. 

78—Particulars to be Furnished in Appeals 


1. The reference to the national authority shall be in writing 
and shall contain the following particulars, in order, so far as 
they are applicable :— 


(a) A copy of the notice of the race and the sailing in- 
structions furnished to the yachts. 
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(b) A copy of the protest, or protests, if any, prepared in 
accordance with rule 68.3(c), and all other writ- 
ten statements which may have been put in by the 
parties. 

(c) The observations of the race committee thereon, a full 
statement of the facts found, its decision and the 
grounds thereof. 

(d) An official diagram prepared by the race committee in 
accordance with the facts found by it showing: 

(i) The course to the next mark, or, if close by, the 
mark itself with its required side ; 
(ii) the direction and force of the wind; 
(iii) the set and strength of the current, if any; 
(iv) The depth of water, if required ; 
(v) the positions and tracks of the yachts involved. 

(e) The grounds of the appeal, to be supplied by :— 

(i) the race committee under rule 77.2(a) ; or 
(11) the appellant under rule 77.2(b). 

(f) Observations, if any, upon the appeal by the race com- 
mittee or any of the parties. 

2. The race committee shall notify all parties that an appeal 
will be lodged and shall invite them to make any observations 
upon it. Any such observations shall be forwarded with the 
appeal. 


ae ae 


Ht 


RINT 
MBH 


" 
i f i 


ae 


7s =r = 


i 
i} 
Hal 
A 


i 


MY 


HN a 
A 


! U 
a : 


ia 
sisdantid, 
Ht aes 
thls) i a 
al H ay 


i 
: 


i 

ie 
thy \ ‘i ay 
NR RI u 
CG 

i Ht 
\ i aii 

aan 
Ny Hal 
aus 


in 


if 


ink Sa 
SPN 
i a 


Mik Y sagt: 
MN i ° 
init 


tealetystit! 
Saat URS 


HNL A i 
a SIN ME NE 
i mM q pith: 
: a 


pathy i 
Sabha tie 4 
or _ ty 

3 


tet 


ay 


eee 


Tis 


